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Research Networking Scheme (RNS) – 2024 Call 2
Application Form
Xjenza Malta
Villa Bighi, Kalkara
KKR1320 - Malta
Tel: 23602200
www.xjenzamalta.mt

Section One: Applicant’s Details
Please fill in all section of the form.
	Applicant Details 
(Please include details of the Malta-based entity applying for the scheme)

	Name of Applicant
	

	Designation
	

	Name of Academic Institution / Private Entity 
	

	Name of Department/Institute/Centre
	

	Company Registration Number (if applicable)
	

	Email
	

	Mobile Number
	


	Select option
(Kindly specify for which scheme are you applying for - selecting both is permitted)

	 Networking Scheme
	

	 Open Access Journal Support
	


Note: Networking Scheme funds will be granted with pre-financing payment, while the Open Access Journal Support funds will be granted with reimbursement payment once we have proof of the publication (a copy of the publication) and all the relevant receipts related to the publication. 
Networking Scheme
	Partner Organisation’s Details: 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the foreign partner involved)

	Name of Foreign Academic Institution / Private Entity 

	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation

	
	
	Email:

	
	Address:
	Tel. No.:

	
	
	Mob. No.:


Note: Additional partner organisations only need to be filled in if necessary. 
	Additional Partner Organisation’s Details (if any): 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the additional partner involved)

	Name of Foreign Academic Institution / Private Entity
	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	 Address:
	Tel. No.:


	Additional Partner Organisation’s Details (if any): 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the additional partner involved)

	Name of Foreign Academic Institution / Private Entity
	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	 Address:
	Tel. No.:


	Additional Partner Organisation’s Details (if any): 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the additional partner involved)

	Name of Foreign Academic Institution / Private Entity
	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	 Address:
	Tel. No.:


	Additional Partner Organisation’s Details (if any): 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the additional partner involved)

	Name of Foreign Academic Institution / Private Entity
	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	 Address:
	Tel. No.:


	Additional Partner Organisation’s Details (if any): 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the additional partner involved)

	Name of Foreign Academic Institution / Private Entity
	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	 Address:
	Tel. No.:


	Internationalisation activity
(please select the area which is most applicable to your project - tick one option only)


	Development of joint teaching curricula for Masters or PhD students

	

	Placements for local researchers in foreign institutions for the purposes of furthering research & innovation collaboration

	

	Arrangement of strategic and targeted visits by local academics/researchers and representatives of private entities to foreign entities in order to participate in research & innovation activities of an exploratory and developmental nature

	

	Organisation of seminars or workshops on a particular research and innovation area held in Malta that would benefit from the participation of foreign experts

	

	Development of transnational research & innovation proposals for submission to third party-funders, e.g. AGRIP, EASME - COSME, EPLUS, Horizon Europe, Life Programme, etc.
	


Section two: Project /Activity details
	Project Title/Name of Activity
	

	Project Acronym
	


	Quality of Project/Activity 

	Please provide the relevant information on this evaluation criterion. Proposals will be judged on the quality of the collaboration activities with the foreign partners.  Activities must either be, or be supportive of, high quality international research & innovation with the potential to yield mutually beneficial cooperation, results and demonstrate innovation and interdisciplinarity in the selected field of interest. The involvement of early career researchers (i.e. at Masters or PhD level) in the implementation of the internationalisation activities will be considered an advantage where applicable. (max 500 words)

	


	Strength of the Partnership and Leadership

	Please provide the relevant information on this evaluation criterion. Projects/activities must be led by recognised experts or organizations with a demonstrated track record in research and innovation and good leadership ability. Evidence of past collaborative work between the partnering institutions, for example, joint activities/projects or publications, and any other relevant past achievements will be considered a testament to the strength of the partnership. New partnerships between local and foreign entities in the interest of furthering R&I collaboration are also encouraged with the aim of fostering closer ties between local and international institutions. A convincing case should be made for the benefits of the partnership(s). 
(max 500 words)



	Outcomes and Sustainability

	Please provide the relevant information on this evaluation criterion. Proposed activities must have significant potential outcomes, including, for example, joint publications, subsequent grant bids, development of innovative products, services, projects, etc., and will build longer term international relationships based on a genuine commitment by the partners to invest in a sustained successful partnership. Evidence of the potential to attract or generate external funding will be considered an asset.  (max 500 words)



	Expected Timelines

	Kindly provide a description of the timeframe and plan for the implementation of the activities funded through the Scheme. Please note that all activities funded through this Scheme would need to be completed by 1 year from the signature of the grant agreement.
(max 250 words)



	Total Amount of Funds Requested through the Networking Scheme (in €)
(Please keep in mind that funding for any one proposal is capped at €8000)
	

	 Breakdown of Costs covered through the Networking Scheme
 (estimate in €)

	Kindly provide an estimated breakdown of costs i.e. how much of the assistance you plan to use on:
Travelling? Accommodation? Research & Innovation? Publication? Host activities? etc.
NB: As stated in the call text, costs for consumables are not eligible under this scheme. When subsistence costs are calculated your pre-approved entity or company subsistence allowances can be used as a guide.
Line Item

Budget

Flights

 €                                   -   

Travel Insurance

 €                                   -   

Subsistence Allowance

 €                                   -   

Catering

 €                                   -   

Information & Promotional Material

 €                                   -   

Conference Registrations

 €                                   -   

Media Articles
 €                                   -   

 

 

TOTALS

 €                                   -   



	Supplementary / Match Funding
Does the Partner organisation plan to provide any additional funding?
	Yes
	 
	Name of institution that will be supplying the funds
	 

	
	No
	 
	Supplementary Fund Provided over duration of the Scheme (in €)
	 


 Open Access Journal Support
	Proposed Project title (if different from RNS project name): 

	Subject Area:

	Priority Open Access Journal Name
	

	Alternate Open Access Journals Names
	

	Xjenza Malta Grant Reference Code:

(To be eligible for this OA support, this grant needs to be related to a research project granted by the Managing Authority. Please insert the reference to the Xjenza Malta grant here)

	

	Xjenza Malta Grant Acronym:
	

	Total Amount of Funds Requested through Open Access Journal Support (in €):

(Please keep in mind that funding for any support is capped at €4,000)
	

	
	

	
	


	Excellence of the proposed project idea to be published on the open access journal 30% 

	Please highlight the following points in this space:

Novelty of the research idea or approach.

Relevance of the proposed project to the goals of the open-access journal.

Significance of the research question or problem being addressed and coherence in the presentation of ideas and logical flow of the proposal including research objectives. (max 300 words)


	Impact Factor 50% 
 

	Please highlight the following points in this space:
Reputation and credibility of the open-access journal/s in the relevant field.

Consistency and quality of publications in the journal/s.

Reach and dissemination of research published in the journal/s, including citations and readership.

Inclusion of the journal in reputable indexing services (e.g., PubMed, Scopus, Web of Science).

Journal metrics such as the Impact Factor, Eigenfactor, and h-index. (max 500 words)


	Likelihood of publication in the intended journal/s - 20%

	Please highlight the following points in this space:
Alignment of the proposed project with the scope and focus areas of the intended journal.

Track record of the researchers/authors in publishing in similar journals. 
Status of the publication.

(max 200 words)



	Quality of the Proposed Consortium (if applicable)
Kindly include a list of the proposed potential partners by providing a short description of the relevance of the proposed consortium partners and their contribution towards the project goals. An overview of the consortium makeup, distribution and diversity (academic, public, private) is to be provided. (max. 200 words)

	


	Total Amount of Funds Requested through Open Access Journal Support (in €)
(Please keep in mind that funding for any one proposal is capped at €4000)
	


Section 3 – Applicability of State Aid rules:

For applicants that qualify as undertakings that carry out an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU, the Research Networking Scheme will be implemented in line with the de Minimis Regulation (Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/2831 of 13 December 2023 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid). More information is provided in the rules for participation and the Managing Authority can also be contacted for further clarifications. 

If you deem that State Aid is not applicable, a justification will need to be provided. If the activities undertaken by the applicant are found to have State Aid implications, the applicant would need to follow the applicable State Aid Regulation. 

Please provide justification below:
Section 4: Declaration
4.1 Personal Data Protection

a) Contact email address of the Data Protection Officer: dpo.xjenzamalta@gov.mt  

b) The legal basis and purpose of processing:

The personal data collected by Xjenza Malta (hereinafter ‘the Managing Authority’) via this written application for the aid and its subsequent processing by the Managing Authority to evaluate data subject’s request for aid under the Scheme is in line with:

i. The relevant National Rules for the Scheme; 

ii. COMMISSION REGULATION (EU) 2023/2831 of 13 December 2023 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid (where applicable);

iii. Data Protection Act, Chapter 586 of the Laws of Malta and Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Managing Authority of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation).

The legitimate basis to process personal data submitted by the data subject by virtue of his/her written application for aid is Regulation 6 (1)(b) of the General Data Protection Regulation (“GDPR”), as ‘processing is necessary in order to take steps at the request of the data subject prior to entering into a contract’.

c) Data retention period:

The data collected by the Managing Authority as submitted by the data subject via this written application for aid will be retained for a period of ten (10) years from the date on which the aid is granted to the Entity represented by the data subject in relation to this written application for aid, in line with Article 6 of the de minimis Regulation (where applicable).

d) Pursuant to the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), you have the right to access the personal data, rectify inaccurate personal data, request to erase personal data and request the Managing Authority to restrict the processing of personal data.

i. To exercise such rights, you are to submit a written request to the Data Protection Officer via the contact e-mail address.

ii. Any erasing and/or rectification of personal data and/or restriction of processing as referred to above may:

· Render one or more cost items or the Entity ineligible for assistance under the Scheme or render void the Letter of Intent issued in favour of the Entity for assistance under the Scheme in relation to this written application for aid; 
· Lead the Managing Authority to enforce a recovery of aid granted to the Entity as part of this written application for aid.

e) Sharing of data where strictly necessary and required by law:

For the purpose of processing this written application for aid in line with the ‘RNS Rules for Participation’ and the ‘de minimis Regulation’ (where applicable), the Managing Authority may share the data provided via this application with other Government Entities, subject that such processing satisfies at least one of the grounds listed under Regulation of the GDPR.

f) For the purpose of monitoring of aid in line with Article 6 of the de minimis Regulation or where legally required, any data provided as part of this written application for aid may be shared with the European Commission.  

g) If you feel that your data protection rights have been infringed, you have the right to lodge a complaint with the Information and Data Protection Commissioner. 

h) Authorisation to engage with the Managing Authority on matters related to this application.

I the undersigned, as legal representative of the Applicant Entity, authorise the following Legal Bodies and/or Natural Persons to act on my behalf with the Managing Authority with respect to matters related to this written application for aid and any subsequent documentation exchanged between the two parties in relation to the same written application for aid.  

	Name of Legal Entity
	Name and Surname of Natural Person granted authorisation(1)
	E-mail address of party granted authorisation(2)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Note 1:  Leave empty if authorisation is intended to any natural person engaged with the Legal Entity.  Otherwise specify the name and surname of the person(s) working for the Legal Entity to whom the authorisation is intended.

Note 2:  Written communication with the Legal Entity and/or Natural Person granted authorisation via email will only be accepted via the email address specified in the table above.  The Undersigned should be copied (via the email address specified in this application) in any communication between the Managing Authority and the Person granted authorisation as per above table. 

	Name and Surname of person giving authorisation:
	

	E-mail address of person giving authorisation:
	

	Signature of person giving authorisation:
	

	Designation:
	

	Date:
	

	The person giving authorisation should correspond to the data subject of personal data contained in this application as well as represent the Applicant Entity as its legal representative.

	


4.2 Cumulation of Aid (where State aid rules apply)
The undersigned declares that aid approved under this incentive is in line with the terms and conditions set out in the National Rules for Participation and in line with the rules on cumulation outlined in Article 5 of the de minimis Regulation.  
4.3 Double Funding
The undersigned confirms that there has not been any approval or has been granted any public funding, financing or fiscal benefit in respect to the cost items included in this request for aid and will not seek funding or fiscal benefits for these cost items through other National and/or European Union measures.  
4.5 Transparency and Publication Obligations 

By submitting this application, I hereby acknowledge that the Managing Authority shall abide with any applicable transparency rules and may publish and make available to third parties’ information as required by such rules. In particular, such information includes the identification of the beneficiary, the aid amount, the granting date, the aid instrument, and the sector involved on the basis of the statistical classification of economic activities in the Union (‘NACE classification’), which will be published on a central register as of 1 January 2026.
4.6 Additional declarations:
	I confirm that:

The information given on this form is accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that if it is later established that I misrepresented myself and I am not eligible for this Scheme then I will be required to pay for the services received.
	
I agree



	I accept and confirm that the personal data and project/activities proposal content information can be passed on to Xjenza Malta to be used solely for the purposes of administering, processing, and review of the application.
	
I agree



	I accept and confirm that the personal data and proposal content information can be passed on to third parties i.e. the Partner Organisation/s with whom I will be carrying out this project, solely for use in said project/activities, and that any misuse of the data or provision of data to parties outside this agreement will incur legal action. 


	
I agree



	I confirm that a Letter/s of Support or Collaboration letter/s from the partner institution has/have been attached to this application form.
	I agree


	I confirm that full Curriculum Vitae/s and/or Entity Profile/s from the main partners from the local & foreign institution/s has/have been attached to this application form.
	
I agree




	Signature & Stamp of the Applicant:

The applicant needs to have sufficient authority to ensure the adequate degree of commitment and support for the activities.
	Date:

Sign:

Stamp:



	Signature & Stamp of CEO / Chairman / Rector of Applicants Entity:

Applications should be endorsed by the applicant’s CEO/Chairman/Rector, as the case may be.
	Date:

Sign:

Stamp:




Justification
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