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Research Networking Scheme (RNS) – 2026 
Application Form – Networking Scheme
	Section One - Applicant’s Details


Please fill in all section of the form.
	Applicant Details 
(Please include details of the Malta-based entity applying for the scheme)

	Name of Applicant
	

	Designation
	

	Name of Public Research Knowledge and Dissemination Organisation / Private Entity /Public Entity
	

	Name of Department/Institute/Centre (If applicable)
	

	Company Registration Number (if applicable)
	

	Email
	

	Contact Number
	


	Select option
(Kindly specify for which scheme are you applying for)

	Option A: The Local Networking Scheme
	

	Option B:  The International Networking Scheme
	


Note: Networking Scheme funds will be granted with pre-financing payment, while the Open Access Journal Support funds will be granted with reimbursement payment once we have proof of the publication (a copy of the publication) and all the relevant receipts related to the publication. 
Networking Scheme
	Partner Organisation’s Details: 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the local/foreign partner involved)

	□ Local Collaborator      □ Foreign Collaborator     

□ Maltese Diaspora Collaborator

	Name of Foreign /Local Academic Institution / Private Entity/Public Entity

	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation

	
	
	Email:

	
	Address:
	Contact No.:


	Additional Partner Organisation’s Details (if any): 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the additional partner involved)

	□ Local Collaborator      □ Foreign Collaborator     

□ Maltese Diaspora Collaborator

	Name of Foreign /Local Academic Institution / Private Entity 


	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	 Address:
	Contact No.:


Note: Additional partner organisations only need to be filled in if necessary. The table can be duplicated to accommodate additional partner organisations.
	Section Two - Project /Activity details


	Project Title/Name of Activity
	

	Project Acronym
	

	Area of Study – Refer to the resource page > application resources > additional material (Scientific Areas as specific areas of Research)

Kindly include one specific scientific area of research, and the most applicable subarea/s (which do not necessarily pertain to the specific area selected, and should not exceed three different subareas) E.g. Health – Medical Devices
	Scientific area: brian warrington
Sub-area 1: brian warrington
Sub-area 2: brian warrington
Sub-area 3: brian warrington


	Keywords
	<Insert Text Here> 

To include between three and five keywords to describe this proposal


(Tables and references may also be included within reason and are not subject to the word limit.)
	Excellence, Quality of Project and/or Activity – 40%

	Explain how your proposed collaboration will add value through research excellence, innovation, and high-quality networking. Describe any relevant interdisciplinary or cross-sector elements, expected societal benefits, inclusion of underrepresented groups where applicable, and how the activity will support knowledge translation, dissemination, local engagement events, or the development of national or international funding proposals. Outline how the partners’ expertise complements each other and how the collaboration is expected to produce meaningful outcomes for all involved. (max 1000 words)

	


	Implementation – 30%

	Describe how the proposed activity will be implemented, outlining the leadership and coordination capabilities of the academics or researchers involved, the expected benefits for all participating parties, and the practicality of the work plan and timeline. Explain how resources will be used efficiently, how the budget is justified, and what structured opportunities for two-way knowledge exchange (such as workshops, visits, or interactive sessions) will be provided. Include your approach to risk management, along with the operational and logistical arrangements that will ensure the smooth delivery of the networking activities. (max 1000 words)

	


	Impact, Outcomes and Sustainability – 30%

	Describe the expected outcomes and long-term impact of the proposed activity, outlining how it will generate benefits within or across sectors and create opportunities for innovative ideas through the diversity of the partnership. Explain how the collaboration will strengthen the national or international dimension of Maltese research, support continued relationships beyond the grant, and contribute to broader systemic influence such as shaping research agendas, institutional practices, or policy frameworks. Detail how the activity will expand Malta’s knowledge ecosystem through shared tools, methods, or expertise; the tangible outputs it will produce; the potential to attract future funding or in-kind support; and how it will enhance Malta’s visibility and engagement within international research communities.

(max 1000 words)

	


	Total Amount of Funds Requested through the Networking Scheme (in €)
(Please keep in mind that funding for any one proposal is capped at €8000 with a top-up of €2000 in the case of Maltese Diaspora collaborator)
	

	 Breakdown of Costs covered through the Networking Scheme
 (estimate in €)

	Kindly provide an estimated breakdown of costs i.e. how much of the assistance you plan to use on, Travelling, Accommodation, Host activities, etc.
NB: As stated in the call text, costs for consumables are not eligible under this scheme. When subsistence costs are calculated your pre-approved entity or company subsistence allowances can be used as a guide.
Local Networking Scheme:

Line Item

Budget

Venue Hire
 €                                   -   

Catering Services
 €                                   -   

Specialised Event Personnel
 €                                   -   

Informational Materials
 €                                   -   

Renting of Equipment
 €                                   -   

*Flights (when applying with foreign partner)
 €                                   -   

*Travel Insurance
 €                                   -   

*Subsistence allowance

 €                                   -   
5% Administrative 

 €                                   -   
TOTALS

 €                                   -   

*Only available when applying with a foreign partner
International Networking Scheme:

Line Item

Budget

Flights 
 €                                   -   

Travel Insurance
 €                                   -   

 Subsistence allowance
 €                                   -   
Conference Registration

 €                                   -   

5% Administrative 

 €                                   -   
TOTALS

 €                                   -   




	Supplementary / Match Funding
Does the Partner organisation plan to provide any additional funding?
	Yes 
	 
	Name of institution that will be supplying the funds
	 

	
	No
	 
	Supplementary Fund Provided over duration of the Scheme (in €)
	 


	Section 3 – Applicability of State Aid rules


For applicants that qualify as undertakings that carry out an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU, the Networking Scheme component of the Research Networking Scheme will be implemented in line with the de minimis Regulation (Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/2831 of 13 December 2023 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid). More information is provided in the Rules for Participation – Option A (Rules for State aid de minimis regime), and the Managing Authority can also be contacted for further clarifications. 

If you deem that State Aid is not applicable, a justification will need to be provided in line with the principles outlined in Section 5 of the Rules for Participation – Option B (Rules for non-State aid). If the activities undertaken by the applicant are found to have State Aid implications, the applicant would need to follow the applicable State Aid rules. 

Please provide justification below:
	Section 4 – Declarations and Additional Document


All necessary declarations and additional documents to be submitted as annexes to the application form can be accessed from the Science Malta Resource Page via the following link here: https://xjenzamalta.mt/resources-page/.  
The following is a list of documents referred to within this application and the Rules for Participation. These documents, or part of, are required for submission. In order to determine which documents are required, kindly refer to the Rules for Participation under the chosen State Aid/Non-State Aid Route. 
	*Mandatory Documents for all applicants
	Application Route
	Yes
	No

	The application form in MS Word (.docx) format and a signed copy in .pdf (.pdf)*
	All applications
	
	

	The Detailed Budget Breakdown Form* 
	All applications
	
	

	Curricula Vitae of principle investigator/s from local and partner institution/s*
	All Applications
	
	

	Signed de minimis Declaration form 
	Option A
	
	

	Non-State Aid Declaration form for a Public Research and Knowledge Dissemination Organisation that does not carry out an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU
	Option B
	
	

	Non-State Aid Declaration form for other public entities that do not carry out an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU
	Option B
	
	

	The signed Additional Declarations* 
	All applications
	
	

	Letters of support provided by all partner institutions, confirming any matching or additional funding
	As required
	
	

	Self-declaration form in the case of Diaspora Researcher
	As required
	
	

	Agenda of events, activities, training etc.* 
	All applications
	
	

	Profile of potential partners*
	All applications
	
	

	Kindly list any other documents/materials which will be submitted with your application, hereunder:

	
	
	


_______________________________

Signature of Lead Partner’s Legal Representative

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesShown "<Insert Name of Lead Partner's Legal Representative>" 
Lead Partner

_______________________________

Signature of Project Contact Point

“<Insert Name of Project Contact Point>”
Project Contact Point

The signatories to this application form are hereby confirming that the relevant applicable Research Networking Scheme Rules for Participation 2026 are read and accepted. 
Additional Declarations
Personal Data Protection

A. Contact Email Address of the Data Protection Officer: dpo.xjenzamalta@gov.mt 

B. The Legal Basis and Purpose of Processing: The personal data collected by Xjenza Malta (hereinafter ‘the Managing Authority’) via this written application for the aid and its subsequent processing by the Managing Authority to evaluate data subject’s request for aid under the Scheme is in line with:

i. The relevant National Rules for Participation. 

iii. Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/2831 of 13 December 2023 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid (hereinafter referred to as the ‘de minimis Regulation’) in the case of those projects submitted under the National Rules for Participation – Option A – Rules for State aid de minimis regime. 

iv. Data Protection Act (CAP 586 of the Laws of Malta) and Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation).

v. The legitimate basis to process personal data submitted by the data subject by virtue of his/her written application for aid is Regulation 6 (1)(b) of the General Data Protection Regulation (“GDPR”), as ‘processing is necessary in order to take steps at the request of the data subject prior to entering into a contract’.
C. Data Retention Period: 
The data collected by the Managing Authority as submitted by the data subject via this written application for aid, will be retained for a period of ten (10) years from the date on which the aid was granted under this scheme, in line with Article 6 of the de minimis Regulation (where applicable). In the case of projects which are not awarded, data collected by the Managing Authority as submitted by the data subject, shall need to be retained for the duration of the funding programme or of the programming period.
D. Pursuant to the GDPR Regulation, you have the right to access personal data, rectify inaccurate personal data, request to erase personal data, and request the Managing Authority to restrict the processing of personal data. 

To exercise such rights, you are to submit a written request to the Data Protection Officer via the contact e-mail address.

Any erasing and/or rectification of personal data and/or restriction of processing as referred to above may:

a. Render one or more cost items or the Entity ineligible for assistance under the Scheme or render void the Grant Agreement issued in favour of the Entity for assistance under the Scheme in relation to this written application for aid. 

b. Lead the Managing Authority to enforce a recovery of aid granted to the Entity as part of this written application for aid.

E. Sharing of data where strictly necessary and required by law: 
For the purpose of processing this written application for aid in line with the National Rules for Participation, or the de minimis Regulation (where applicable), the Managing Authority may share the data provided via this application with other Government Entities, subject that such processing satisfies at least one of the grounds listed under Regulation of the GDPR. The use of the Scarlet Database owned by JobsPlus shall also be used to aid in the interpretation of the de minimis declaration form.
F. For the purpose of monitoring aid in line with Article 6 of the de minimis Regulation, or where legally required, any data provided as part of this written application for aid may be shared with the European Commission.

G. If you feel that your data protection rights have been infringed, you have the right to lodge a complaint with the Information and Data Protection Commissioner. 

H. Authorisation to engage with the Managing Authority on matters related to this application:

I the undersigned, as the legal representative of the Applicant Entity, authorise the following Legal Bodies and/or Natural Persons to act on my behalf with the Managing Authority concerning matters related to this written application for aid and any subsequent documentation exchanged between the two parties concerning the same written application for aid. 

The person giving authorisation should correspond to the data subject of personal data contained in this application as well as represent the Applicant Entity as its legal representative.

	Name of Legal Entity
	Name and Surname of Natural Person Granted Authorisation

	E-Mail Address of Party Granted Authorisation


	 FORMTEXT 

      FORMTEXT 

     
	 FORMTEXT 

     
	 FORMTEXT 

     

	 FORMTEXT 

     
	 FORMTEXT 

     
	 FORMTEXT 

     

	 FORMTEXT 

     
	 FORMTEXT 

     
	 FORMTEXT 

     


	Name And Surname of The Person Giving Authorisation
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	E-Mail Address of The Person Giving Authorisation
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Signature Of Person Giving Authorisation
	

	Designation
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Cumulation of Aid
The undersigned declares that aid approved under this incentive is in line with the terms and conditions set out in the National Rules for Participation, and in line with the relevant application provisions of Article 5 of the de minimis Regulation (where applicable).  

Double Funding

The undersigned confirms that there has not been any approval or has been granted any public funding, financing or fiscal benefit in respect to the cost items included in this request for aid and will not seek funding or fiscal benefits for these cost items through other National and/or European Union measures. Such measures may include: 

i. Schemes administered by Xjenza Malta, Malta Enterprise, the Planning and Priorities Coordination Division (PPCD), the Measures and Support Division, Jobsplus, the Energy and Water Agency, and other government-funded schemes operated by other entities (such as JAMIE financial instrument).

ii. Schemes funded through Horizon 2020, Horizon Europe, ERDF, ESF and any other European Union programmes/instruments.
Outstanding Recovery Order

The undersigned confirms that the applicant is not subject to an outstanding recovery order following a previous Commission decision declaring an aid granted by Malta illegal and incompatible with the internal market.   
Transparency Obligations

For any individual aid awarded in line with the National Rules for Participation – Option A – Rules for State aid de minimis regime, as of 1 January 2026, information on de minimis aid granted under this scheme shall be made publicly available in a central register. 

The following information shall be made public:

i. The identification of the beneficiary, 

ii. The aid amount, 

iii. The granting date, 

iv. The aid instrument, and 

v. The sector involved on the basis of the statistical classification of economic activities in the Union (‘NACE classification’).

By submitting this application, I hereby acknowledge that the Managing Authority shall abide by any applicable transparency rules and may publish and make available to third parties’ information as required by such rules.   
Replicate for each partner:

	I confirm that:

	The information given in this form is accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that if it is later established that the information is misrepresented, the application or funded project may be ineligible or terminated respectively.
	I AGREE         ☐

	I have read and accept the terms and conditions stipulated within the declarations above and the National Rules for Participation and confirm that I agree with the eventual publication of personal data and project proposal content information of successful applicants, including the name of the entity, project contacts, title of proposal and abstract.
	I AGREE         ☐

	I accept and confirm that the personal data and project/activities proposal content information can be passed on to Xjenza Malta to be used solely for the purposes of administering, processing, and review of the application.
	I AGREE         ☐

	I accept and confirm that the personal data and proposal content information can be passed on to third parties i.e., the Partner Organisation/s with whom I will be carrying out this project, solely for use in said project/activities, and that any misuse of the data or provision of data to parties outside this agreement will incur legal action. 
	I AGREE         ☐

	In the case the proposal is selected for funding, the designated ‘Start of Works’ date of the project will be after the signing of the Grant Agreement. 
	I AGREE         ☐

	I have never been found guilty by any competent Court in Malta or elsewhere of any crime
 and that I have never been adjudged bankrupt or insolvent by, or filed an application for insolvency before, any competent Court in Malta or elsewhere.
	I AGREE       ☐

	I have never been disqualified
 or excluded from participation in any Public Tender either by the Government of Malta or by the European Union or by any public entity in Malta.
	I AGREE         ☐

	I have never been disqualified
 or excluded from participation in any Public and/or European Union funding scheme.
	I AGREE       ☐   


	Name of Legal Representative:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Position in Entity:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Contact Details:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Date:
	Click here to enter a date.

	Signature of Legal Representative & Entity Stamp:
	


Justification








� Leave empty if authorisation is intended for any natural person engaged with the Legal Entity.  Otherwise, specify the name and surname of the person(s) working for the Legal Entity to whom the authorisation is intended.


� Written communication with the Legal Entity and/or Natural Person granted authorisation via email will only be accepted via the email address specified in the table above.


� This Declaration does not extend to any traffic related offences where these have been made.


� This Declaration does not extend to disqualification of any tender proposal due to technical reasons.


� This Declaration does not extend to disqualification of any tender proposal due to technical reasons.
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