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EIT Jumpstarter is back with €240,000 for Europe’s next innovators
Open call 2026 now live: The EIT pre-acceleration programme offers training, mentoring and international exposure to help early-stage innovators turn science-based ideas into successful start-ups.
Budapest [March 2026] Applications are now open for the 2026 edition of EIT Jumpstarter, a flagship pre-acceleration programme of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT), a body of the European Union. The programme supports early-stage innovators in transforming science-based ideas into viable start-ups through training, mentoring, and a structured entrepreneurial journey that culminates in an international pitch competition.
From idea to start-up: training, mentoring and market readiness
Participants have the opportunity to compete for over €240,000 in financial support, including prizes of €10,000, €5,000 and €3,000 for the top teams in each thematic cohort. In addition, special prizes of €2,500 will recognise the best projects from the EU Outermost Regions, the Western Balkans and Ukraine, as well as solutions aligned with the New European Bauhaus initiative. Beyond financial support, participants receive more than 55 hours of entrepreneurial training, expert mentoring, professional pitch development and access to the EIT’s pan-European innovation network.
“EIT Jumpstarter is the perfect environment to validate an innovative idea and determine whether it can grow into a viable product or service. The 2026 edition offers also stronger alignment with European innovation priorities, to progress towards investment readiness. Participants join a supportive community, benefit from expert mentoring and gain the entrepreneurial mindset needed to build and scale a start-up, The renewed programme design empowers innovators to move faster, focus on market fit and confidently transform early‑stage ideas into scalable ventures,” says Adam Strzelecki, EIT Jumpstarter Programme Lead. 
EIT Jumpstarter primarily targets innovators from countries participating in the EIT Regional Innovation Scheme (EIT RIS), while also providing dedicated recognition for innovators from the EU Outermost Regions, the Western Balkans and Ukraine.
Since its launch, the programme has trained more than 1,500 innovators, supported the creation of over 150 start-ups, generated more than 2,600 jobs, and helped young companies attract over €150 million in investment, demonstrating its growing impact in strengthening Europe’s early-stage innovation ecosystem.
Six thematic tracks 

Participants will develop their ideas within one of six thematic cohorts aligned with Europe’s key innovation priorities: Food & Agritech (EIT Food), Healthcare (EIT Health), Energy & Renewables (EIT InnoEnergy), Advanced & Green Manufacturing (EIT Manufacturing), Metals, Minerals, Advanced Materials & Industrial Side Streams (EIT RawMaterials), and Smart Cities & Urban Mobility (EIT Urban Mobility).
A special cohort dedicated to entrepreneurial talent from Malta, powered by EIT Community and Xjenza Malta, will also be featured in this year’s edition.
Eligibility, timeline and impact
Applications are open to innovators from EIT Regional Innovation Scheme (EIT RIS) eligible countries, including several EU Member States, the EU Outermost Regions and Horizon Europe Associated Countries such as those in the Western Balkans, Türkiye, Ukraine, Moldova and Armenia. Applications can be submitted individually or as teams, with up to two co-founders per team eligible to participate and receive programme support.
The programme runs from March to December 2026. Selected teams will begin with online bootcamps in May and June, followed by pitch sessions and advanced Start-up Builder Training during the summer. The strongest teams will advance to the Grand Final pitch in October, culminating in an in-person Award Ceremony hosted in one of the EIT RIS eligible countries at the end of the year.
Over the years, EIT Jumpstarter has helped launch successful deep-tech start-ups including RumiTech (Türkiye) in renewable energy storage, ReCatalyst (Slovenia) in catalyst innovation, iLoF (Portugal) in AI-enabled personalised medicine and Lightly Technologies (Czechia), which develops solutions to detect counterfeit medicines.
How to Apply
The applications can be submitted until May 8, 2026 via the EIT Jumpstarter website page: https://eitjumpstarter.eu 
About the EIT
The European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT) strengthens Europe’s ability to innovate by powering solutions to pressing global challenges and by nurturing entrepreneurial talent to create sustainable growth and skilled jobs in Europe. The EIT is an EU body and an integral part of Horizon Europe, the EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation.
The Institute supports dynamic pan-European partnerships, EIT Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs), among leading companies, research labs and universities.  These KICs are dedicated to driving systemic change in Europe and beyond, focusing on key areas such as climate change, energy, health, food, manufacturing, raw materials, digitalization, urban mobility, and culture and creativity. Together with their leading partners, the EIT Community offers a wide range of innovation and entrepreneurship activities across Europe: entrepreneurial education courses, business creation and acceleration services and innovation driven research projects. 
About the EIT Regional Innovation Scheme
The EIT launched the EIT Regional Innovation Scheme (EIT RIS) in 2014 as its main tool contributing to reducing Europe’s regional innovation disparities. It helps innovators from eligible countries to access EIT activities, creates links among regional innovation actors and offers tailor-made programmes to support moderate and emerging innovating countries and the EU Outermost Regions to build their innovation capacity. The EIT RIS has created a dense and resilient network of people and organisations, supported by the EIT’s ten Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs): EIT Climate-KIC, EIT Digital, EIT InnoEnergy, EIT Health, EIT RawMaterials, EIT Food, EIT Manufacturing, EIT Urban Mobility, EIT Culture & Creativity and EIT Water.
Press Contact:
Adam Strzelecki, EIT Jumpstarter Programme Lead, EIT Community RII
📧 info@eitjumpstarter.eu
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