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Transdisciplinary research is a proven approach to address complex societal and environmental challenges.  By integrating knowledge, methods and experiences from multiple disciplines, including academia, policy actors, industry, and civil society, it creates a collaborative space where problems are understood in their real-world context rather than through isolated expertise. This approach not only generates more holistic and actionable solutions but also improves their legitimacy, social acceptance, and practical uptake, as stakeholders are involved throughout the research and innovation process. Ultimately, transdisciplinary research strengthens the effectiveness and long-term impact of innovation by ensuring that solutions are co-created with those who will implement, use, and benefit from them.

The proposed programme will promote transdisciplinary research that addresses pressing socio-economic and environmental challenges by providing dedicated funding to support collaboration among a diverse range of stakeholders, namely: 

a) Research Knowledge Dissemination Organisation (RKDO) 
b) Private for Profit 
c) Public Entities; and 
d) Societal Organisations (e.g. civil society bodies)

Funding a quadruple helix ecosystem with the active involvement of the four types of organisations outlined above, the funded projects will generate solutions that are not only scientifically excellent but also relevant to the market, aligned with the national vision, and of benefit to society.  A primary objective is to shorten the path from pilot to deployment and for the business partners to have early access to new knowledge and testing results.  This model seeks to build trust and ownership, creating relationships that persist beyond the project and help partners secure additional financial assistance to support long-term sustainability.  

A primary objective of the Programme is to build the technical, administrative and investment readiness of participants, thereby enabling competitive participation in future Horizon Europe calls, notably within the Missions Work Programme[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  12. Missions] 


Consortia applying for this programme must include one legal entity from each of the four categories listed in paragraphs (a) – (d) above. 

Xjenza Malta shall retain the sole and final authority to determine whether an entity falls under a particular category as listed in paragraphs (a) – (d) above.


[bookmark: _Toc231452172]The Transdisciplinary Research Programme 
0. [bookmark: _Toc231452173][bookmark: _Hlk62043566]Programme Scope and Focus
[bookmark: _Hlk132797915][bookmark: _Hlk150346700]The Transdisciplinary Research Programme is strategically designed to support Malta’s participation in and contribute to research and innovation efforts by: 

a) Encouraging Transdisciplinary Collaboration: The programme emphasises integrating diverse expertise from researchers, the business sector, local councils, NGOs, and other stakeholders from the private and public sectors to develop innovative, locally relevant solutions.
b) Citizen Engagement: By focusing on citizen-driven projects, the programme emphasises inclusivity and societal impact, ensuring that solutions reflect the needs and aspirations of local communities.
c) Addressing National and EU Priorities: The initiative aims to tackle Malta’s socio-economic and environmental challenges, such as water scarcity, urban resilience, and climate adaptation, while contributing to EU-level objectives. 
d) Fostering Sustainable Development: By prioritising projects with strong potential for socio-economic and environmental benefits, the programme reinforces Malta’s commitment to sustainable development and its alignment with the transformative research goals. 

This programme seeks to fund projects that address the themes addressed by the Missions[footnoteRef:2] launched within the ambit of Horizon Europe.  Specifically, this Programme will fund activities in the following areas (see the Annex for details).   [2:  EU Missions in Horizon Europe - Research and innovation] 


Area (i)
Adaptation to Climate Change 

Area (ii) 
Cancer 

Area (iii) 
Climate-Neutral & Smart Cities 

Area (iv) 
Soil

Area (v) 
Restoration of our Ocean & Waters 
Consortia are expected to foster collaboration, by bringing together local and national authorities, research and innovation actors, private sector partners, civil society organisations, community groups, and relevant public agencies. A strong emphasis should be placed on co-creation, inclusiveness, and the integration of environmental, social, digital, and economic dimensions.  
Proposals should also strengthen the consortium’s readiness for other funding opportunities by identifying future funding needs for expansion of the project and long-term sustainability, building cross-sectoral partnerships, mapping investment pipelines, developing transferable methodologies, and preparing strong foundations for participation in future funding calls of HE, including those related to the Missions work programme.  



Through this Programme, Xjenza Malta will play a strategic enabling role by supporting both ongoing and emerging transdisciplinary initiatives operating within different ecosystems, bringing together academia, the private sector, the public sector, and civil society. The Programme will allow existing actions to scale up, while deepening stakeholder engagement and improving impact. 
This Programme is also open to new actions and new partnerships that introduce novel solutions, address emerging challenges, or activate previously underrepresented actors. In doing so, Xjenza Malta will place particular emphasis on proposals that demonstrate clear pathways towards collaboration, with preferential consideration given to consortia that intend to establish or strengthen partnerships with European organisations and work towards submitting competitive proposals under calls issued within the Horizon Europe Missions Work Programme. 
This approach ensures that national investments serve both as catalysts for locally grounded innovative actions and as stepping stones for Malta’s increased participation and success in EU funded projects, including those under the Missions Work Programme, of Horizon Europe.
.
The European Union is confronted with a set of complex and interlinked challenges, including climate change, environmental pressures, demographic shifts, public health demands and rapid technological change, which collectively affect economic resilience and social cohesion across the region. These challenges are experienced differently by Member States depending on their specific contexts.  Malta’s geographic and structural constraints as a small island economy accentuate the impact on resources, infrastructure and sustainability.  Addressing these issues, therefore, requires coordinated, forward-looking approaches that align European objectives with national priorities to ensure balanced, inclusive progress.
The European Union introduced the Horizon Europe Missions in response to the growing complexity and urgency of significant societal challenges that cannot be effectively addressed through fragmented or purely sector-based research efforts. Missions were designed to provide clear, time-bound and measurable objectives that mobilise research, innovation, policy instruments and stakeholders around shared goals, thereby accelerating the translation of scientific knowledge into tangible societal impact. By adopting a mission-oriented approach, the EU seeks to increase the visibility, relevance and effectiveness of public investment in research and innovation, while strengthening citizens’ trust and engagement in EU-funded actions.
The long-term objectives of Malta Vision 2050[footnoteRef:3] and the strategic priorities of the Smart Specialisation Strategy (RIS3) 2021–2027[footnoteRef:4] are closely aligned with the goals of the HE Missions.  EU and national efforts, as specified in these strategic policy frameworks, seek to secure the health and well-being of citizens, the sustainable use of resources, and the leveraging of digital technologies to address these significant challenges.   [3:  malta-vision-2050-public-consultation.pdf]  [4:  RIS3-Strategy-2021-2027.pdf] 


0. [bookmark: _Toc215740028][bookmark: _Toc231452174]Expected Outcomes
[bookmark: _Toc215740029][bookmark: _Toc218241398]The proposed Transdisciplinary Research Programme aims to deliver significant socio-economic, environmental, and strategic benefits for Malta, aligned with both national priorities and EU goals.  

Projects funded under this initiative are expected to be goal-driven and impact-oriented, designed to contribute to clearly defined, measurable societal objectives within a specified timeframe. Rather than focusing solely on generating new knowledge, supported projects should combine research, innovation, demonstration, and implementation activities to deliver tangible solutions in real-world settings.  The emphasis is on impact, that is, on rolling out activities that tangibly address the challenges of climate change; the cure to cancer; the sustainability of our cities; the preservation of our soil and the restoration of our waters. The focus is on testing and implementing tangible initiatives, so the guiding principle is that the selected projects largely include actions at TRL 5 or higher.  

Proposals should adopt a systemic approach, addressing technological, social, economic and policy dimensions in an integrated manner, and demonstrating how project outcomes align with and complement existing national and European initiatives. Strong emphasis should be placed on stakeholder and end-user engagement, including public entities, industry, civil society and citizens, to ensure relevance, uptake and long-term sustainability. Funded actions are expected to form part of a broader portfolio of coordinated efforts, with clear pathways to scaling up, replication and sustained impact beyond the project’s lifetime.


Activities may include, but are not limited to:

· Development, integration, or strengthening of data systems, registries, digital infrastructures, and interoperable platforms – to support operational monitoring, system integration, real-time decision-making, performance optimisation, and long-term impact tracking of deployed or deployable solutions. 
· Piloting, demonstration, validation, or testing of solutions in relevant or operational environments – including small-scale implementation actions that enable, de-risk, optimise, or accelerate subsequent large-scale deployment of climate-neutral or impact-oriented solutions. 
· Applied technical assessments and implementation-oriented studies – including feasibility validation, deployment planning, baseline assessments, operational modelling, digital simulations, scenario testing, and impact assessments supporting the implementation or scaling of mature solutions and climate-neutrality pathways. 
· Capacity building, technical upskilling, operational training, and mutual learning activities – aimed at strengthening implementation capabilities, governance readiness, operational coordination, and deployment expertise within participating entities and their ecosystems. 
· Stakeholder engagement, user validation, co-creation, and adoption-oriented activities – involving citizens, communities, industry, academia, public authorities, and end-users to support implementation readiness, usability, uptake, and long-term sustainability of solutions. 
· Support for cross-regional, cross-sectoral, or international cooperation – including partnerships, implementation networks, peer-learning, twinning activities, and technical exchange mechanisms that accelerate deployment, replication, and access to operational expertise and best practices. 
· Activities supporting consortium development, investment readiness, scale-up planning, and preparation for future deployment or Horizon Europe participation – including actions that strengthen implementation maturity, strategic partnerships, and follow-on financing readiness. 
· Design, optimisation, or integration of service delivery and operational models – including cross-sector integration, workflow redesign, interoperability improvements, digital enablement, and operational coordination measures that enhance effectiveness, continuity, scalability, and user experience. 
· Measures that improve equity, inclusiveness, accessibility, and just transition outcomes – ensuring that implemented actions and deployed solutions effectively address disparities across territories, sectors, and population groups while promoting fair and inclusive access to benefits and services. 


[bookmark: _Toc231452175][bookmark: _Toc215740031]The EU Missions in Horizon Europe 
The EU Missions[footnoteRef:5] are central Horizon Europe (HE) initiatives aimed at addressing some of the world’s most pressing challenges — including climate change, cancer, climate-neutral smart cities, ocean and water restoration and soil health. They set ambitious, time-bound objectives and coordinate efforts across research, policy, and society to stimulate innovation and deliver tangible benefits for citizens. [5:  EU Missions in Horizon Europe - Research and innovation] 

Horizon Europe supports the Mission's objectives, and calls are issued periodically offering funding opportunities for research and innovative actions.  Maltese organisations can partner with EU organisations to access HE funds and support.  These projects actualise initiatives that can tangibly contribute to Malta's and the EU's socio-economic and environmental goals, and more specifically to the objectives of the Missions.

	Mission 
	Goal  

	Adaptation to Climate Change 
	Aiming to guide at least 150 communities through understanding climate risks, developing pathways for preparation, and implementing innovative solutions by 2030.


	Cancer 
	Improving the lives of more than 3 million people by 2030 through prevention, cure and for those affected by cancer including their families, to live longer and better.


	Climate-neutral and Smart Cities 
	Deliver 100 climate-neutral and smart cities by 2030 and ensure that these cities act as experimentation and innovation hubs to enable all European cities to follow suit by 2050.


	Soil Deal for Europe 

	Establish 100 living labs and lighthouses to lead the transition towards healthy soils by 2030.


	Restore our Oceans and Waters 
	Protecting and restoring our ocean and waters through innovation and action by 2030



Table 1: Mission goals[footnoteRef:6] [6:  EU Missions in Horizon Europe - Research and innovation] 



See Annex I for more information on the Missions.  
[bookmark: _Toc215740032][bookmark: _Toc231452176]Contacts
For general enquires send an email to trp.xjenzamalta@gov.mt and copy: 

Ms Isabelle Micallef Bonello 
Executive (FPU Unit)
Email: Isabelle.micallef-bonello@gov.mt 
Tel: +356 2360 2303

Mr Ayrton Barbara
Executive (FPU Unit)
Email: ayrton.barbara.1@gov.mt 
Tel: +356 2360 2304

[bookmark: _Toc158296396][bookmark: _Toc158296397][bookmark: _Toc158296398][bookmark: _Toc158296399][bookmark: _Toc158296400][bookmark: _Toc158296401][bookmark: _Toc158296402][bookmark: _Toc158296403][bookmark: _Toc158296404][bookmark: _Toc158296405][bookmark: _Toc158296406][bookmark: _Toc158296407][bookmark: _Toc158296408][bookmark: _Toc158296409][bookmark: _Toc158296410][bookmark: _Toc158296411][bookmark: _Toc158296412]
[bookmark: _Toc307927057][bookmark: _Toc307988595][bookmark: _Ref307988742][bookmark: _Ref307988920][bookmark: _Ref307989039][bookmark: _Ref307989048][bookmark: _Ref307989071][bookmark: _Toc309039164][bookmark: _Toc424864039][bookmark: _Toc425162352][bookmark: _Toc462661722][bookmark: _Toc231452177]Definitions
[bookmark: _Toc309039165][bookmark: _Toc424864040][bookmark: _Toc425162353]Kindly note that the below definitions are harmonised throughout schemes administered by Xjenza Malta, and some terms might not be present within the text of these Rules as they are not relevant.
	Agreement Date
	The term refers to the date on which the Grant Agreement is signed by the legal representative of Xjenza Malta. 

	Applicant
	The term refers to any representative of a local entity that is eligible for participation in a Project in terms of these National Rules for Participation and who applies for funding under this programme.  

	Arm's length
	The term means that the conditions of the transaction between the contracting parties do not differ from those which would be stipulated between independent undertakings and contain no element of collusion. Any transaction that results from an open, transparent and non-discriminatory procedure is considered as meeting the arm's length principle.

	Beneficiary
	The term Beneficiary refers to the entity that having submitted an application form for funding under this Programme in accordance with these National Rules for Participation, is selected for funding.

	Due Diligence
	An investigation of an entity or person prior to the signing of the Grant Agreement conducted in order to establish the suitability of the Applicant to receive funding under this Programme.

	Effective collaboration
	The term means collaboration between at least two independent parties to exchange knowledge or technology, or to achieve a common objective based on the division of labour where the parties jointly define the scope of the collaborative project, contribute to its implementation and share its risks, as well as its results. One or several parties may bear the full costs of the project and thus relieve other parties of its financial risks. Contract research and provision of research services are not considered forms of collaboration.

	 Eligible direct costs
	The term refers to those costs incurred directly by the national beneficiaries during the duration of the project and used primarily for the purpose of achieving the objectives of the project. All eligible expenses must be incurred between the Start Date and the End Date of the Project and capped at the approved requested funding value.

	End Date
	This term refers to the date when the Project Period, having commenced on the Start Date, expires. 

	Grant Agreement 
	The term refers to the funding agreement concluded between the Managing Authority and the Beneficiary/ies and specifies the rights and obligations of the contracting parties.

	In-kind
	The term refers to any non-monetary contribution, such as a service or a good. 

	Innovation
	The term is defined as the internationally novel scientific/technological development of a technological process, product, or service. Also, the definition of innovation within the same context can also be applied to non-novel, yet step-change/ground-breaking enhancement of existing technological processes, products, or services, or even the application of existing knowledge to new novel applications of these solutions to deliver step-change competitiveness through such an application.

	Intellectual Property (IP)
	IP means statutory and other proprietary rights and includes patents, trademarks, designs, and confidential information/trade secrets, copyright.

	Lead Agency
	The primary organization tasked with overseeing and coordinating the entirety of the call process.

	Legal Entity
	The term refers to any entity duly constituted in accordance with the laws of Malta, having an operating base in Malta and possessing legal personality, and which may, acting in its own name, acquire rights and incur obligations.

	Managing Authority 
	The term refers to Xjenza Malta, a Managing Authority established as per Subsidiary Legislation 595.49.

	Partner
	The term is defined as an entity within a consortium of a funded project.

	Person months / Person hours
	The term refers to a calculation of ‘human effort’ to evaluate the relationship between the estimated work to be performed and the activities and deliverables to be achieved during the implementation period in months or hours. This is calculated as follows: if 1720 hours are worked in 1 year, equivalent to 215 days of 8 hours each, then 1 person month is equivalent to 143.3… person hours, and to circa 17.91 days.

	Personnel costs
	The term means the costs of researchers, technicians and other supporting staff to the extent employed on the relevant project or activity.

	Principal Investigator
	The term refers to the lead researcher on behalf of the local Applicant/Beneficiary of a project consortium. May be the same as the Project Coordinator and/or the Project Contact Point.

	Project Contact Point
	The term refers to the individual, appointed to act on behalf of the Beneficiary and who is responsible for communicating with the Managing Authority about the Project. 

The Project Contact Point(s) shall have the following responsibilities:
· To ensure compliance with the obligations in terms of the Grant Agreement.
· To compile Periodic Reports and Final Reports including their timely submissions and effective execution of the project.
· To ensure the submission of all required financial reporting as per the contractual obligations for the partner.
· To execute the project activities according to set timeframes and deliverables.

	Project Grant
	The term is defined as the funding provided to the Beneficiary under the Programme.

	Project Period
	The term refers to the time required to execute the Project as indicated in the Grant Agreement and runs from the Start Date to the End Date.

	Project Value
	The term refers to the project budget needed by the Consortium to carry out the project, including any co-financing.

	Public Entity
	The term refers to any Ministry, Department, Entity, Authority, Public Commission, Public Sector Foundation or a similar organisation that does not carry out an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU and that exercises public power, or else acts in its own capacity as public authority, where the activity in question forms part of the essential function of the State or is connected with those functions by its nature, its aim and the rules to which it is subject. However, the classification of a particular entity as an undertaking depends entirely on the nature of its activities, and the overriding criterion of consideration is whether it carries out an economic activity or not, e.g., an entity that is formally part of the public administration may nevertheless have to be regarded as an undertaking within the meaning of Article 107(1) of the Treaty. Thus, an entity that carries out both economic and non-economic activities is to be regarded as an undertaking only with regards to the former. In this case, if the economic activity can be separated from the exercise of public powers, then that entity acts as an undertaking in relation to that activity and the financing, the costs and the revenues of that economic activity shall be accounted for separately from the other non-commercial activities.
If an economic activity cannot be separated from the exercise of public power, the activities exercised by that entity as a whole, remain connected with the exercise of those public powers and therefore fall outside the notion of an undertaking.

	Research and Development
	This term is defined as the systematic investigation, work or research carried out in any field of science or technology through experiment, theoretical work or analysis undertaken to acquire new knowledge, primarily directed towards a specific practical aim or objective, and includes:
1. Fundamental Research means experimental or theoretical work undertaken primarily to acquire new knowledge of the underlying foundations of phenomena and observable facts, without any direct commercial application or use in view.
a) Industrial Research means the planned research or critical investigation aimed at the acquisition of new knowledge and skills for developing new products, processes, or services or aimed at bringing about a significant improvement in existing products, processes or services including digital products, processes or services, in any area, technology, industry or sector (including, but not limited to, digital industries and technologies, such as super-computing, quantum technologies, block chain technologies, artificial intelligence, cyber security, big data and cloud technologies). It comprises the creation of components parts of complex systems and may include the construction of prototypes in a laboratory environment or in an environment with simulated interfaces to existing systems as well as of pilot lines, when necessary for the industrial research and notably for generic technology validation.
b) Experimental Development means acquiring, combining, shaping and using existing scientific, technological, business and other relevant knowledge and skills with the aim of developing new or improved products, processes or services in any area, technology, industry or sector (including, but not limited to, digital industries and technologies, such as for example super-computing, quantum technologies, block chain technologies, artificial intelligence, cyber security, big data and cloud or edge technologies). This may also include, for example, activities aiming at the conceptual definition, planning and documentation of new products, processes or services.
Experimental development may comprise prototyping, demonstrating, piloting, testing and validation of new or improved products, processes or services in environments representative of real-life operating conditions where the primary objective is to make further technical improvements on products, processes or services that are not substantially set. This may include the development of a commercially usable prototype or pilot which is necessarily the final commercial product, and which is too expensive to produce for it to be used only for demonstration and validation purposes. 
Experimental development does not include routine or periodic changes made to existing products, production lines, manufacturing processes, services, and other operations in progress, even if those changes may represent improvements.

	Research and Knowledge-Dissemination Organisation (RKDO)
	The term refers to an entity (such as universities or research institutes, technology transfer agencies, Innovation intermediaries, research-oriented physical or virtual collaborative entities), irrespective of its legal status (organised under public or private law) or way of financing, whose primary goal is to independently conduct fundamental research, industrial research or experimental development or to widely disseminate the results of such activities by way of teaching, publication or knowledge transfer. Where such entity also pursues economic activities the financing, the costs and the revenues of those economic activities must be accounted for separately. Undertakings that can exert a decisive influence upon such an entity, in the quality of, for example, shareholders or members, may not enjoy preferential access to the results generated by it.

	Start Date
	The term refers to date established for the official start of the project in the Grant Agreement.

	Start of Works
	This term refers to the earlier of either the Start of Works relating to the investment, or the first legally binding commitment to order equipment or any other commitment that makes the investment irreversible. Buying land and preparatory works such as obtaining permits and conducting feasibility studies are not considered ‘Start of Works’. For take-overs, ‘Start of Works’ means the moment of acquiring the assets directly linked to the acquired establishment.

	Subcontracted Activity
	The term refers to any activity related to the project, (including but not limited to consultancy), which is not carried out directly by a Beneficiary or its employees but is carried out under any terms by any third party (local or foreign) individual, company, partnership, or entity.




[bookmark: _Toc462661723][bookmark: _Toc231452178]Eligibility Criteria and Applications
[bookmark: _Toc306953278][bookmark: _Toc307988598][bookmark: _Toc308005996][bookmark: _Toc308618312][bookmark: _Toc308618504][bookmark: _Ref306721652]This section provides details as to the criteria which must be checked in order to assess the entity’s eligibility to apply and the application’s fit within this Programme.
These Rules for Participation are exclusively applicable to public entities and public research and knowledge dissemination organisations, registered in Malta, that do not carry out an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU, as further outlined in Section 6 below.
0. [bookmark: _Toc309039166][bookmark: _Toc424864041][bookmark: _Toc425162354][bookmark: _Toc462661724][bookmark: _Toc231452179][bookmark: _Ref306950544]Eligibility for Participation

Kindly note that the applicant entities must be Maltese registered entities by the date of application submission. 

Only consortia made up of the 4 types of entities described in Section 1 above are eligible to apply for the Programme. 

[bookmark: _Hlk61508668][bookmark: _Hlk61513606]Any Applicant which at the time of proposal submission is deemed to be noncompliant with respect to Grant Agreement obligations on any other active project funded by Xjenza Malta, may be deemed ineligible at application stage or may be refused funding under this programme. For the purposes of this paragraph, non-compliance with respect to Grant Agreement obligations shall also be deemed to include failure to respect approved project timelines on other projects funded by the Managing Authority and circumstances where the applicant is in recognised default of Grant Agreement obligations on any other active project funded by the Managing Authority. Similarly, should applicants become non-compliant during the call process, they will not be awarded funding under this programme.

Any Application may be deemed as ineligible in terms of these Rules for Participation, if it is submitted by or includes the participation of any person or entity having, in totality or in majority ownership, the same shareholders, partners or persons holding and/ or exercising a controlling power in any other legal entity which was at any time declared as non-compliant or defaulting on any other contract or agreement entered into with the Managing Authority. 

Funding under this Programme is made available on the basis that none of the project partners have benefited and will not benefit from any other grant or financial incentive of whatever nature, applied for and/or utilised for the same scope as that subject of the funding requested under this Programme. Provided that, in the case where the application covers work that is part of a larger project, the Beneficiary must submit a table as an appendix to the application form that shows a comprehensive list of the items of work and the source of funding for each item.  
Applicants under the Non-State Aid (Option B) regime must understand that, should they be found to be in breach of the conditions for being exempt from State Aid rules, the Managing Authority will enforce the retrieval of disbursed funds with interest, in part or in full, as the case may necessitate.
The Applicant also undertakes to comply faithfully and immediately with any decision of the European Commission or a Maltese Judicial Authority declaring Article 107(1) TFEU to be applicable to this project or activity.
Xjenza Malta also reserves the right to terminate any applications that have followed in part or in full the Non-State Aid (Option B) regime, should Xjenza Malta not be satisfied with the segregation of work packages, activities, tasks and deliverables, as well as budgets.
[bookmark: _Hlk15642088]All applications should be accompanied by the relevant declarations duly completed within the appendices of the Application Form, with particular attention also being given to potential indirect State aid to undertakings within the same eventual project, should it be selected for funding. Where applicable, applicants need to ensure adherence to Section 2.2 “Indirect State aid to undertakings through public funded research and knowledge dissemination organisations and research infrastructures” of the Commission Framework for State aid for research and development and innovation (2022/C 414/01).

The entity must be a Maltese Legal Entity.  Any Maltese Public Entity or Maltese Public Research and knowledge-dissemination organisation, as defined in Section 3, that does not carry out an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU, may apply and will be eligible for funding subject to the terms and conditions laid out in this document.

[bookmark: _Hlk61512309]Kindly note that in the case of public foundations, applicants will be required to provide an authenticated constitutional document (e.g., Statute/ Deed) which will be considered during the national eligibility check stage (to be included as an annex to the application form).
0. [bookmark: _Toc231452180] Conflict of Interest 

Applicant/s and/or Beneficiary/ies shall take all measures to prevent any situation where the impartial and objective processing of their Application for funding, the awarding of the Grant or the supervision or the implementation of the Grant agreement could be compromised for reasons involving family, emotional life, political or national affinity, economic interest or any other direct or indirect or perceived interest (conflict of interests). 

Applicant/s and/or Beneficiary/ies shall formally notify the Managing Authority without delay of any situation constituting or likely to lead to an actual or perceived conflict of interest and immediately take all of the necessary steps to rectify this situation. 

The Managing Authority may verify that the measures taken are appropriate and may require additional measures to be taken by a specified deadline. 

Where a beneficiary wilfully breaches any of its obligations under this Rule, this shall be deemed to constitute an Event of Default and the Application may be deemed ineligible or the Grant awarded may be reduced and/or terminated.


[bookmark: _Toc424864043][bookmark: _Toc425162356][bookmark: _Toc462661725][bookmark: _Toc66776103][bookmark: _Toc231452181]Consortium
0. [bookmark: _Toc66776104][bookmark: _Toc231452182]Composition
Only project proposals submitted by a consortium made up of each of the four types of entities as described above (S 1) will be considered.  

It is permissible for a consortium to consist of one or more Partners applying under the State Aid (Option A) Rules for Participation, and one or more Partners applying under these non-state aid (Option B) Rules for Participation.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  The relevant appendices to the application should be completed by each partner] 


[bookmark: _Toc424864044][bookmark: _Toc425162357]One of the Partners should be designated as the Lead Partner and as the Principal Investigator. The Lead Partner will be responsible for submitting the project application, appointing a project contact point, and ensuring the project is executed correctly. Any person may only be involved with one project partner (Refer to section 5.2).

The project proposal must be submitted by the Lead Partner, with prior endorsement and signature of the application by the legal representative of each Partner. Should the endorsement be absent, a delegated authority should be sought and achieved. The role of the Project Contact Point shall be performed by a physical person who is an employee of the Lead Partner. 

A Consortium Partner wishing to withdraw from a Project, must present their case to Xjenza Malta through the Lead Partner. As a result, and at its discretion, Xjenza Malta may request the refunding of money disbursed to that partner and may even terminate the project in its entirety. All Project partners would still be obliged to provide all technical and financial reporting at their own expense. In extenuating circumstances, Xjenza Malta may at its discretion, consider suggestions for replacement of a Partner. However, the project proposal would need to be re-evaluated. Should this be the case, the overall rules for participation would need to be adhered to and the technical and financial distribution of the projects should remain unchanged.  

The Principal Investigator has overall responsibility for the project, and shall have the following responsibilities:

· To coordinate the timely development and execution of the project, including establishing and managing project activities, timeframes and financial estimates; 

· To coordinate the timely activities of the individual project partners on an ongoing basis, and to ensure that they fulfil their obligations in terms of the Contractual Agreement; 

· To compile all reports, including Technical and Financial Reports, including submissions by all project Partners in a timely manner; 

· To ensure that the consortium complies with all obligations assigned within the contract governing this grant; 

· Appointing a Project Contact Point to act as the main point of contact between the Managing Agency and the project Partners
[bookmark: _Toc158296420][bookmark: _Toc424864045][bookmark: _Toc425162358][bookmark: _Toc462661728][bookmark: _Ref63156058][bookmark: _Toc66776106]
[bookmark: _Toc231452183]Conflict with Fundamental Aim of Programme
Pertaining to the Arm’s length principle, the participation of individuals in a Consortium must not be of such nature as to create conflicts with the fundamentals of knowledge transfer and commercialisation. 

Two legal entities shall be regarded as independent of each other where neither is under the direct or indirect control of the other or under the same direct or indirect control as the other. Control may take either of the following forms:

a) The direct or indirect holding of more than 50% of the nominal value of the issued share capital in the legal entity concerned, or a majority of the voting rights of the shareholders or associates of that entity.
b) The direct or indirect holding, in fact or in law, of decision-making powers in the legal entity concerned.
The following relationships between legal entities shall not in themselves be deemed to constitute controlling relationships:

a) The same public investment corporation, institutional investor or venture-capital company has a direct or indirect holding of more than 50% of the nominal value of the issued share capital or a majority of voting rights of the shareholders or associates.
b) The legal entities concerned are owned or supervised by the same public body. 
Partners within the same Consortium shall disclose to Xjenza Malta in writing, without undue delay, any commercial transaction with:
· another Partner in the same Consortium;
· any entity having shared shareholding with that Partner; or
· any entity forming part of the same group of companies as that Partner,
insofar as such transaction relates, directly or indirectly, to the Project.

[bookmark: _Toc307927065][bookmark: _Toc307988603][bookmark: _Toc307927066][bookmark: _Toc307988604][bookmark: _Toc307927068][bookmark: _Toc307988606][bookmark: _Toc307927070][bookmark: _Toc307988608][bookmark: _Toc307927072][bookmark: _Toc307988610][bookmark: _Toc307927074][bookmark: _Toc307988612][bookmark: _Toc307927075][bookmark: _Toc307988613][bookmark: _Toc307927076][bookmark: _Toc307988614][bookmark: _Toc307927077][bookmark: _Toc307988615][bookmark: _Toc307927079][bookmark: _Toc307988617][bookmark: _Toc307927080][bookmark: _Toc307988618][bookmark: _Toc307927081][bookmark: _Toc307988619][bookmark: _Toc307927082][bookmark: _Toc307988620][bookmark: _Toc307927083][bookmark: _Toc307988621][bookmark: _Toc307927084][bookmark: _Toc307988622][bookmark: _Toc307927086][bookmark: _Toc307988624][bookmark: _Toc307927088][bookmark: _Toc307988626][bookmark: _Toc307927090][bookmark: _Toc307988628][bookmark: _Toc307927091][bookmark: _Toc307988629][bookmark: _Toc307927092][bookmark: _Toc307988630][bookmark: _Toc307927093][bookmark: _Toc307988631][bookmark: _Toc306953282][bookmark: _Toc307927096][bookmark: _Toc307988634][bookmark: _Toc307927098][bookmark: _Toc307988636][bookmark: _Toc307927100][bookmark: _Toc307988638][bookmark: _Toc307927101][bookmark: _Toc307988639][bookmark: _Toc307927105][bookmark: _Toc307988643][bookmark: _Toc309039172][bookmark: _Toc424864046][bookmark: _Toc425162359][bookmark: _Toc462661729][bookmark: _Toc231452184]Eligibility Under the Non-State Aid Option
These Rules for Participation allow eligibility under a non-state aid route. Those entities that may be eligible for participation under this route shall be required to declare themselves as:

1. A public “research and knowledge dissemination organisation” as defined in the Commission Framework for State aid for research and development and innovation (2022/C 414/01) paragraph 16(ff), which carries out a non-economic activity in line with the following:

(a) primary activities of research organisations and research infrastructures, in
particular:
· education for more and better-skilled human resources.
· independent R&D for more knowledge and better understanding, including collaborative R&D where the research organisation or research infrastructure engages in effective collaboration;
· wide dissemination of research results on a non-exclusive and non-discriminatory basis, for example through teaching, open-access databases, open publications or open software

(b) knowledge transfer activities, where they are conducted either by the research organisation or research infrastructure (including their departments or subsidiaries) or jointly with, or on behalf of other such entities, and where all profits from those activities are reinvested in the primary activities of the research organisation or research infrastructure. The non-economic nature of those activities is not prejudiced by contracting the provision of corresponding services to third parties by way of open tenders.


Or


2. A public entity whose activity does not constitute an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union[footnoteRef:8]. Where applicable, applicants need to ensure adherence to Section 2.2 “Indirect State aid to undertakings through public funded research and knowledge dissemination organisations and research infrastructures” of the Framework for State aid for research and development and innovation (2022/C 414/01). [8:  Refer to chapter 2 of the commission notice on “the notion of State aid referred to in an article 107(1) of the Functioning of the European Union” (2016/C 262/01) for further guidance] 



[bookmark: _Toc309039173][bookmark: _Toc424864047][bookmark: _Toc425162360][bookmark: _Toc462661730][bookmark: _Toc231452185] The Application Process
[bookmark: _Hlk120011203][bookmark: _Hlk61515275][bookmark: _Toc309039175][bookmark: _Toc424864048]
The Call for Project Proposals will be open from Monday, 8th June 2026, to Thursday, 6th August 2026, until 23:59.

Proposals which are received after the stipulated deadline will be deemed administratively non-compliant. The selection and funding of proposals under this Programme shall be on a competitive basis.

Applicants should refer to the eligibility criteria in Sections 4, 5 and 6.
0. [bookmark: _Toc62024372][bookmark: _Toc62043268][bookmark: _Toc62118962][bookmark: _Toc62207052][bookmark: _Toc63329258][bookmark: _Toc425162361][bookmark: _Toc462661731][bookmark: _Toc231452186]Application Submission 
The Transdisciplinary Research Programme project application should present a coherent, comprehensive and credible plan based on reasonable estimates of human resources, finances, deliverables and timeframes, through the use of templates provided by Xjenza Malta
[bookmark: _Toc388624413][bookmark: _Toc388624468][bookmark: _Toc388632766][bookmark: _Toc388632873][bookmark: _Toc388994415][bookmark: _Toc388994471][bookmark: _Toc388994529][bookmark: _Toc424864052][bookmark: _Toc425162365]
The legal representative of each participating organisation (within the consortium) must either physically or electronically sign off the application, and enter the date of signature. The legal representative of each participating organisation within a consortium must also sign off all relevant declarations found within the Appendices of the Application Form. 

Submission, evaluation and selection of project applications will be in the form of a one-stage process.  The applicant must ensure complete compliance with these ‘Rules for Participation’ prior to submission.

Applicants are to submit an application for assistance under this scheme before the start of works.

All applications shall be evaluated according to the procedure outlined under Section 12 of these Rules for Participation. The application process is a single stage process. This means that once an application has been submitted, modifications thereto will not be allowed. Moreover, requests made by the applicant to allow negotiations on the content of the proposals, after submission will be rejected. 

In instances where errors in the budget are noted during the evaluation process, these will be categorised by the Managing Authority into major deviations (affecting 10% of over of the grant value) or minor deviations (affecting less than 10% of the grant value) e.g., if the grant value requested is €300,000, any errors in the budget exceeding €30,000, would be considered as a major deviation. Minor deviations will be amended by the Managing Authority and evaluated on that basis. The beneficiary will be given the opportunity to accept or decline proceeding with the project if awarded. 

[bookmark: _Hlk217998981]Major deviations will be identified by the Managing Agency. Depending on the nature and severity of the deviation, the Beneficiary may be invited to address the issues within a period determined by the Managing Agency. Failure to submit required corrections, where rectification is permitted will result in the application being deemed administratively non-compliant and no longer eligible for consideration. In cases where the deviation is fundamental or prevents proper evaluation of the application, it may be deemed administratively non-compliant immediately.

All administratively compliant applications shall be evaluated according to the procedure outlined under Section 12 of these Rules for Participation. The application process is a single stage process, meaning modifications by the Applicant or negotiations on the content are not allowed once submission has been made. Only major and minor deviations may be altered at the discretion of the Managing Agency as mentioned above. The content of the Application Form and these rules for participation will be directly appended to the Grant Agreements for successful Applicants and will constitute the Grant Agreement technical obligations. 

The content of the Application Form will be directly appended to the Grant Agreements for successful applicants and will constitute the Grant Agreement technical obligations.

Any text or appendices within the submitted application, that go beyond the prescribed maximum word count and/or page limits, shall be disregarded in the evaluation process.

[bookmark: _Toc231452187]Submission Details 
All Submissions must include: 

· The application form in MS Word (.docx) format and a signed scanned copy (to be sent by email) including:

· [bookmark: _Hlk191287184][bookmark: _Hlk217999256]A precise plan of project activities, timeframes, costs and deliverables, including a visual representation through a Gantt Chart; (A Gantt Chart should be included in Section 4.3.4 of the application)

· A precise indication of project costs signed with the application; 


· A detailed plan of how the consortium knowledge and, where applicable subcontractors or co-collaborators, will be used to perform the project tasks and to achieve the project objectives (At this stage, if subcontractors have not been identified, one should mention the tasks that will be passed on and the expertise required.)
· The Detailed Budget breakdown form[footnoteRef:9] in excel (.xlsx) and pdf (.pdf) format for each partner  [9:  This can be found within the Resource Page on the Xjenza Malta website] 

· Curricula Vitae of key researchers and team members including relevant track records. These should clearly establish that the Consortium has the potential in carrying out the project
· An IP agreement signed by all Project Partners (if applicable)
· A dissemination and externalisation plan should be included (as a separate annex to the application form)
· The Declarations applicable to the non-state aid route, as well as declarations on Indirect State Aid where a partner is participating on Option B
· Signed Additional Declarations for each partner
· Signed Indirect State Aid Declaration Form 
	
[bookmark: _Hlk195619752]Where State aid rules would apply to one of the partners, refer to the Rules for Participation – Rules for State aid - de minimis (Option A). 

Amendments to the forms are not permitted following the submission deadline of the application and the consensus result would be final. 

Standard documentation including declarations are accessible on the resource page.

Application Forms should be sent electronically to trp.xjenzamalta@gov.mt keeping Ms. Isabelle Micallef Bonello (isabelle.micallef-bonello@gov.mt) and Mr. Ayrton Barbara (ayrton.barbara.1@gov.mt) in copy, with “Transdisciplinary Research Programme Application Submission – [Project Acronym]”

[bookmark: _Toc158296425][bookmark: _Toc158296426][bookmark: _Toc158296427][bookmark: _Toc309039178][bookmark: _Toc424864055][bookmark: _Toc425162368][bookmark: _Toc462661732]It should be noted that large emails may be automatically rejected by the system. The applicant may make use of cloud storage or mass file transfer systems (e.g., wetransfer). It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that the application documents are sent out successfully. All received applications shall be acknowledged by email. Proposals which are received after the deadline stipulated of the call will not be considered and will be deemed administratively non-compliant. Incomplete applications as at the deadline of this call will not be considered. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that a confirmation of receipt is provided.

Physical submissions of applications or supporting documents will not be accepted under any circumstances. Applicants are strongly encouraged to double-check their submissions to ensure completeness and correct format.

[bookmark: _Toc231452188][bookmark: _Toc388624416][bookmark: _Toc388624471][bookmark: _Toc388624417][bookmark: _Toc388624472][bookmark: _Toc388632768][bookmark: _Toc388632875][bookmark: _Toc388994417][bookmark: _Toc388994473][bookmark: _Toc388994531][bookmark: _Toc424864054][bookmark: _Toc425162369]Considerations at Application Stage
[bookmark: _Toc424864056][bookmark: _Toc425162370][bookmark: _Toc462661733][bookmark: _Toc231452189][bookmark: _Toc307988651][bookmark: _Toc309039179]Respecting Lead Times 
[bookmark: _Toc306786247][bookmark: _Toc306953293][bookmark: _Toc307988652][bookmark: _Toc309039180][bookmark: _Toc424864057][bookmark: _Toc425162371][bookmark: _Toc462661734]All organisations, including Xjenza Malta, have their internal procedures for processing, approving and signing off on legally binding documents. Beneficiaries are to ensure that they are aware of these lead times in their organisation as well as in the other organisations which may be involved. It is the applicant’s responsibility to ask for information on lead times pertaining to Xjenza Malta. 

Applicants should also consider personal commitments, vacation leave etc, when planning to submit an application. All project application submissions, which must reach the Managing Agency by the deadline, must be dated and signed by the Lead Partner’s legal representative/s and must include signatures of the legal representatives of each respective participating organisation within the Consortium. All project application submissions must reach the Managing Agency by not later than 23:59pm (CET) on the day of the deadline.

[bookmark: _Toc231452190]Assistance with Applications
Prospective Project Applicants are encouraged to seek the advice of the Managing Authority in the preparation of the project application. This should help identify any areas of concern prior to the submission of the application and lead to a better quality of submission. Advice shall only be given in respect to these Rules for Participation and not on technical grounds. Applicants are particularly encouraged to seek Xjenza Malta’s guidance through proposal-specific one-to-one sessions to ensure that the single-stage application documentation is complete and effective from an administrative perspective, as once submitted, it cannot be edited. One-to-one sessions and correspondence seeking advice should be done at least two weeks before the closing date for this call.
[bookmark: _Toc307988653][bookmark: _Toc309039181][bookmark: _Toc424864058][bookmark: _Toc425162372]

[bookmark: _Toc462661736][bookmark: _Toc231452191]Confidentiality of Submissions
[bookmark: _Hlk144460223]All project application submissions shall be treated in the strictest confidence. 

Without prejudice to the generality of the above it is only the name of the entity, the Project Contact Point, the title of proposal and the abstract which may in the course of the process be published. 

[bookmark: _Hlk191019162]The collection of data by Xjenza Malta through the application for aid under the Programme, submitted by the Applicant and the subsequent processing of said data by Xjenza Malta to evaluate the data subject’s request for aid under the Programme and the storage of said data shall at all times be in accordance with: 

i. The National Rules for Participation; 
ii. Data Protection Act (CAP 586 of the Laws of Malta) and Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Managing Authority of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation).
iii. The legitimate basis to process personal data submitted by the data subject by virtue of his/her written application for aid is Regulation 6 (1)(b) of the General Data Protection Regulation (“GDPR”), as ‘processing is necessary in order to take steps at the request of the data subject prior to entering into a contract’.
Further information may be found within the application form.

[bookmark: _Toc307927119][bookmark: _Toc307988657][bookmark: _Toc307927124][bookmark: _Toc307988662][bookmark: _Toc307927125][bookmark: _Toc307988663][bookmark: _Toc307927126][bookmark: _Toc307988664][bookmark: _Toc307927132][bookmark: _Toc307988670][bookmark: _Toc307927134][bookmark: _Toc307988672][bookmark: _Toc307927135][bookmark: _Toc307988673][bookmark: _Toc307927138][bookmark: _Toc307988676][bookmark: _Toc307927139][bookmark: _Toc307988677][bookmark: _Toc307927140][bookmark: _Toc307988678][bookmark: _Toc424864059][bookmark: _Toc425162373][bookmark: _Toc462661737][bookmark: _Toc231452192][bookmark: _Toc309039182]Programme Parameters 
[bookmark: _Ref388972868][bookmark: _Toc424864060][bookmark: _Toc425162374][bookmark: _Toc462661738]Xjenza Malta, reserve the right to carry out financial and/or technical audits at their discretion, at any time during the duration of the project to ensure that Programme Parameters, as per contractual obligations are being observed.
0. [bookmark: _Toc231452193]Project Start Date and Duration
The project must start by 1st January 2027 or as otherwise stated by Xjenza Malta. The project duration is of 24 months, without the possibility of an extension.

[bookmark: _Toc158296434][bookmark: _Toc120010623][bookmark: _Toc462661739][bookmark: _Ref462662449][bookmark: _Ref462662761][bookmark: _Toc231452194]Project Grant
The maximum possible grant value for a project is €300,000 (i.e. per consortium). 

[bookmark: _Toc424864062][bookmark: _Toc425162376][bookmark: _Toc462661740][bookmark: _Toc231452195]Deliverables 
[bookmark: _Hlk61534044]Deliverables are tangible outcomes of the project and all must include a submissible (such as technical reports, presentations, articles, video recordings, conference papers, journal articles etc…). These deliverables must be carried out between the start date and end date of the project. Deliverables not planned within the project timelines will not be considered. If the project is awarded, detailed and comprehensive evidence should be submitted for each deliverable described in the application form to ensure that it has been attained successfully.

The content of each deliverable should be proportionate to the effort carried out to obtain such results. At application stage, each deliverable proposed should be described by a percentage reflecting the contribution to the overall project (i.e. The higher the impact of that deliverable on the project, the higher the percentage). Cumulatively, these should add up to 100%, including both mandatory and additional deliverables. The End of Project Audited Financial Report is not assigned a percentage weighting, as it holds independent and absolute significance, accounting for 100% of its own importance.

[bookmark: _Toc158296437][bookmark: _Toc158296438][bookmark: _Toc158296439][bookmark: _Toc120010626][bookmark: _Toc462661741]It is required that:

· [bookmark: _Toc62024161][bookmark: _Toc62043657][bookmark: _Toc62118876][bookmark: _Toc62118923][bookmark: _Toc62207107][bookmark: _Toc63329190]File storing and synchronization service e.g., Google Drive or Dropbox, is set up and shared with Xjenza Malta to support the project monitoring process. The shared folder should reflect the structure of deliverables provided in the application form i.e., every deliverable should have its own sub-folder with evidence saved within.
· Xjenza Malta should be notified by email each time there are new documents updated with the file storage system, detailing a log of added, removed and/or modified documents as necessary. 
· Following each due date, a soft copy of the final version of the deliverable/s will be held at Xjenza Malta, which will then be considered the final version. Where deliverables require periodic submissions (e.g., monthly reports, reports on IP status), it is only the final submission that will be considered as the final deliverable. All submitted deliverables should still be held on the file storage system for at least 6 months following the successful closure of the project
· A copy of all deliverables must be presented to Xjenza Malta before any retention is disbursed.

The sub-sections below list the Mandatory deliverables that are required by the Managing Authority and a non-exhaustive list of recommended deliverables that may be considered. The project plan should provide sufficient details of planned activities and incorporate these deliverables into the project proposal.

[bookmark: _Toc231452196]Mandatory Deliverables
The Beneficiary/ies are under the obligation to:

· Report on project progress as per the list hereunder and in line with the templates provided:
· Hold a kick-off meeting at the start of the project (Month 1) with Xjenza Malta, followed by project progress meetings every six (6) months to verbally update the Managing Authority. Conclude the project with a final meeting. These deliverables should be provided through presentations. (Kindly note, that Xjenza Malta may, at its own discretion, request additional meetings if required.)
· Interim Technical and Financial Reports (Mid-way through the project). 
· End of Project Technical Report. 
· [bookmark: _Toc158296441][bookmark: _Toc158296442][bookmark: _Toc158296443][bookmark: _Toc158296444][bookmark: _Toc158296445][bookmark: _Toc158296446][bookmark: _Toc158296447][bookmark: _Toc158296448][bookmark: _Toc158296449][bookmark: _Toc158296450][bookmark: _Toc158296451][bookmark: _Toc158296452][bookmark: _Toc158296453][bookmark: _Toc158296454][bookmark: _Toc462661742]End of Project Audited Financial Report, together with the Audit Check List and Inventory List. 
· (Financial Report – Interim and Final (audited) to be submitted by all Partners of the Consortium) 

· Publish at least one article in public media (e.g., local newspapers or magazines) to raise public awareness, including an acknowledgement to Xjenza Malta. These should not contain intellectual property but should raise awareness about the project and its benefits. A copy should be presented to Xjenza Malta within two weeks of publication.

The Reports must include sufficient evidence on the achievement of the project objectives, as well as the parameters indicated in the application, and they must be provided in accordance with the templates presented to the Principal Investigator by Xjenza Malta. 

· The Interim Technical Report must be submitted mid-way through the project.

· The Financial Interim Report must be submitted within one month from the mid-way point of the project.

· The End of Project Technical Report must be submitted at the end date of the project.

· The End-of-Project Audited Financial Report must be submitted within two months of project completion to allow for payroll and other costs incurred during the project’s lifetime.

Any changes to the project objectives, work packages, or any other parameter committed to in the application are to be communicated in writing, with clear justification, to the Managing Authority prior to the deadline. The written request will be referred to the Unit Director for approval. The Managing Authority will acknowledge receipt and endeavour to reply in a timely manner, ensuring the project's momentum remains unaffected. 

Acceptance or otherwise of any changes shall be at the sole discretion of Xjenza Malta, and its decision shall be binding, final and irrevocable. Any other communication shall not be considered valid or binding.

[bookmark: _Toc231452197]Recommended Deliverables 

Further to the mandatory deliverables, Xjenza Malta requests additional deliverables. The proposed recommended deliverables should not exceed ten (10). The recommended deliverables may include:

· Development and deployment of digital platforms, interoperable data systems, registries, dashboards, and monitoring tools – supporting real-time decision-making, operational coordination, and long-term impact tracking. 
· Delivery of pilot actions, demonstrators, validation activities, and field testing in relevant or operational environments – supporting deployment, optimisation, and scale-up of solutions. 
· Preparation of applied technical studies and implementation assessments – including feasibility validation, deployment planning, modelling, simulations, scenario analysis, and impact assessments supporting implementation and scaling activities. 
· Delivery of capacity-building, technical training, operational upskilling, and mutual learning activities – strengthening implementation capabilities, governance readiness, and technical expertise. 
· Implementation of stakeholder engagement, co-creation, user validation, and adoption-support activities – involving citizens, communities, industry, academia, public authorities, and end-users to improve uptake and long-term sustainability. 
· Delivery of cross-regional, cross-sectoral, and international cooperation activities – including partnerships, networking, technical exchange, peer learning, and knowledge-sharing initiatives. 
· Development of consortium-building, investment-readiness, and scale-up support activities – including sustainability planning, financing strategies, partnership development, and preparation for future Horizon Europe or related funding opportunities. 
· Design, optimisation, and integration of service delivery and operational models – improving interoperability, coordination, efficiency, scalability, and user experience. 
· Delivery of measures supporting equity, inclusiveness, accessibility, and just transition objectives – ensuring fair participation and access to benefits and services across different groups and territories.

This list of activities and the above recommended deliverables are indicative and not exhaustive. 

The format of deliverables to be submitted must be included in the application. Deliverables may take the form of presentations, reports, correspondence, legal agreements, images, event agendas, audio recordings, videos, databases, certificates, manuscripts or any other format deemed acceptable by the Managing Agency. The format should be relevant and fit for the presented deliverable.

The proposed percentage weighting of each deliverable on the overall project (cumulatively adding up to 100%) should be described prior to submission of the proposal.

A copy of all deliverables (and/or their submissible form) must be presented to Xjenza Malta before any retention is disbursed.

Where deliverables require periodic submissions (e.g. monthly reports on progress, reports on IP status etc.), it is only the final submission that will be considered as the deliverable

Activities related to project set-up should not be considered as deliverables. These include:
· Personnel recruitment,
· Procurement of equipment, 
· Internal meetings between the research team/with collaborators. 
· Ethical Approval 

In the case of publications, these should take place during the duration of the project, and where available and possible, deposited in the entity’s repository, including an acknowledgement to Xjenza Malta. 

Provided further that if the Beneficiary claims that such an attempt to publish a research paper will have been unsuccessful, the Beneficiary must prove to the satisfaction of the Managing Authority/s and through the submission of sufficient and adequate documentary evidence that such an attempt to publish a research paper in terms of the requirements of this clause was in fact made.  Sufficient and adequate documentary evidence includes evidence that the paper was actually submitted for publication, and documentary evidence that the paper was rejected for publication.  If the Managing Authority is satisfied with the evidence provided, then the Beneficiary will not be held in breach of this particular obligation.

A copy of all publication submissions must be presented to the Managing Agency before the end date of the project; otherwise, the Managing Agency reserves the right to withhold funds accordingly.


[bookmark: _Toc2673641][bookmark: _Toc2673642][bookmark: _Toc2673643][bookmark: _Toc2673644][bookmark: _Toc2673645][bookmark: _Toc2673646][bookmark: _Toc2673647][bookmark: _Toc2673648][bookmark: _Toc2673649][bookmark: _Toc2673650][bookmark: _Toc2673651][bookmark: _Toc2673652][bookmark: _Toc424864063][bookmark: _Toc425162377][bookmark: _Toc462661743][bookmark: _Toc231452198]Eligible Costs
Eligible direct costs are those costs incurred directly by the applicant during the lifetime of the project, and which are primarily used for the purpose of achieving the objectives of the project. All eligible expenses must be incurred between the Start Date and the End Date of the Project and must be limited to the budgeted value. 
0. [bookmark: _Toc231452199][bookmark: _Toc347038455]Eligible Direct Costs 
· Personnel Costs 

Costs of employed researchers, technicians and other supporting staff to the extent employed on the project.

There are no limitations posed with regards to the number of employees involved in a single project. Furthermore, both new and existing personnel shall be eligible for funding. 
Project management costs may not exceed 10% of the total project value.
Where project management activities are carried out by external parties rather than by project partners, these costs will be treated as subcontracting costs. Such costs will therefore count towards both:
· the 10% limit for project management costs; and 
· the maximum 25% limit applicable to subcontracting costs.
The hourly rate (z) is calculated using the following formula:
€ z   =  (gross basic salary + allowances) / yearly workable hours of the employee

Eligible salaries are pinned to the hourly rates in the Table below (including Employer National Insurance and other contributions) and personnel limits per project:

Employees that have utilised elsewhere their allocated quota of research hours defined in their contract can apply for pro rata payment, up to a maximum of an additional 10 hours per week, for supervisory, research or management hours (overseas travel hours are ineligible) as an eligible cost of the project, if this is permissible within their contract of employment.


	Role in Project
	Hourly rates 
2027
	Hourly rates 2028
	Limits per project

	
	max
	max
	

	Management 
	€63.82
	€67.01
	Max 2 per project

	Senior Researcher[footnoteRef:10] or equivalent [10:  The term ‘senior researcher’ is to be used for a postdoctoral researcher with a specialist and high level of local and international experience in the field. Individuals possessing a high level of experience in industry can still be considered. The applicant is to confirm this judgement with Xjenza Malta well in advance of submitting the application form.] 

	€44.98
	€47.23
	No Limits

	Researcher[footnoteRef:11] or equivalent [11:  The term ‘researcher’ is to be used for a Bachelor’s, Master’s or a Ph.D. degree holder and hence the hourly rate should be equivalent to the degree held by the relevant individual.] 

	€32.22
	€33.83
	No Limits

	Operational, technician, research support assistant or
equivalent
	€17.67
	€18.55
	No Limits



The rates stated in the table above are for the years 2027-2028. For subsequent years, a 5% increase per year is allowed. Kindly ensure that only hourly rates are provided in the application form. Provided that whereas the Table above specifies maximum hourly rates, the Beneficiary shall ensure that the hourly rate of remuneration payable shall not, at any time, be less than the applicable minimum wage as established by Maltese law, including any applicable Wage Regulation Orders issued under the Employment and Industrial Relations Act (Chapter 452 of the Laws or Malta) or national minimum wage standards, as may be amended from time to time. The Beneficiary undertakes to adjust hourly rates of remuneration accordingly to ensure continued compliance with any changes in the statutory minimum wage.

Personnel in salary brackets that are higher than those noted above will still only be reimbursed at the rates of the eligible brackets above, depending on their role in the project.  

The hourly rates will have to be noted in the application, along with the number of hours on the project per individual. Please note that the maximum number of reimbursable hours per individual personnel through the project is 1720 per year.  

[bookmark: _Hlk61590230]In the case of existing personnel, the names of the individuals will have to be noted in the application and within the Budget sheet and their respective CVs need to be submitted.

Completed time sheets are to be retained for all personnel (including students), as proof of the number of hours spent on the project. Documentation of the utilisation of the employees’ internally funded, research quota for other research activities is to be retained since this evidence may be required by the auditors.

Students can be engaged on the project and be paid an annual stipend of € 6,000 when reading for a full-time Master’s degree or an annual stipend of € 8,000 when reading for a full-time Doctoral degree. In the case of a part-time post-graduate degree, the respective stipend will be calculated pro-rata and at the discretion of Xjenza Malta. Students must be engaged through a Maltese academic entity. Where the applying entity is not a Maltese Academic Entity, reasonable supervisory fees are eligible under subcontracting.
Note that for every engaged student, 1 full-time equivalent researcher must be employed by the beneficiary. 

[bookmark: _Hlk61590847]With respect to the following eligible direct costs, kindly make sure that detailed information and specifications are provided for individual line items.


· [bookmark: _Hlk217633528]Instruments, specialised equipment and consumables 

These costs cannot collectively exceed €10,000 per partner.

· [bookmark: _Hlk134455540]Travel 

[bookmark: _Hlk191892539][bookmark: _Hlk62741033]Travel is permitted for attending  a conference or coordinating with foreign collaborators or stakeholders, up to a maximum of €5,000. (excluding indirect costs).


Eligible Costs and procedures are to conform with the auditor’s checklist which will be included in the grant agreement and are subject to the final audit scrutiny.

0. [bookmark: _Toc158296457][bookmark: _Toc462661744][bookmark: _Toc231452200]Subcontracted Activities
Subcontracted Activities must not exceed 25% of the project value. Subcontracted Activity means any activity related to the project, (including but not limited to consultancy), which is not carried out directly by the Beneficiary or its employees but is conducted by any third party (local or foreign) individual, company, partnership, or entity, under whatsoever terms and conditions.

[bookmark: _Hlk132815877]Where a component of the project work is a Subcontracted Activity, the following considerations shall apply: 

· The lead partner remains responsible for the timely delivery of the subcontracted tasks; 
· The lead partner shall ensure that such a third party is selected in a manner which is transparent, fair and impartial in line with the applicant’s procurement processes. 
· The lead partner shall ensure that there is no discrimination between bidders and that all bidders are treated equally and transparently in all calls for quotations; 
· The lead partner should ensure that the attainment of any services or goods respect their procurement guidelines.

Subcontracting to foreign companies should only be resorted to if suitable expertise is not available locally at a competitive price. This course of action must be duly justified. The Beneficiary may consider joint bids from subcontractors (local or foreign) if these are presented in the form of a supplier consortium. Preference will be given to partners who have previous experience working together on similar projects. Beneficiaries have to ensure that there is no discrimination between bidders, and that all bidders are to be treated equally and transparently in all calls for quotations. 
0. [bookmark: _Toc231452201]Overheads and other Operating Expenses 
Overheads (also known as indirect costs) and other operating expenses incurred directly as a result of the project will be covered at 20% of the direct eligible costs, for all line items being requested. This also includes other operational expenses which are directly related to the project. 
0. [bookmark: _Toc158296460][bookmark: _Toc158296461][bookmark: _Toc424864065][bookmark: _Toc425162379][bookmark: _Toc462661747][bookmark: _Toc231452202]Ineligible Costs
The non-exhaustive list below demonstrates examples of ineligible costs: 

· Expenses related to loans, interest, etc 
· Recoverable value added tax (VAT)
· Expenses which are recoverable through other funding mechanisms
· Re-purchase of equipment originally procured through other funding mechanisms 
· Purchase of equipment from partners or their subsidiaries within the consortium
· Opportunity costs related to foregone production and production downtime arising from the allocation of resources to the Project
· Any activity related to the reproduction of a commercial product or process by a physical examination of an existing system or from plans, blueprints, detailed specifications, or publicly available information.
· Standard office equipment/ stationery 
· Organising of conferences or business lunches
· [bookmark: _Toc424864066][bookmark: _Toc425162380][bookmark: _Toc462661748]Personnel hours for travelling
· Employee Overtime 
· Patent renewal/maintenance fees
· Scientific Publication Costs
· Applying for or registering relevant Intellectual Property (e.g. patents for inventions, trademarks, copyrights, or design rights as applicable) 
· Any costs related to the submission of the End of Project Audited Financial Report

[bookmark: _Hlk61596297]Kindly note that this is a non-exhaustive list, and any line items not seen to be compliant with the nature of the Transdisciplinary Research Programme will be subtracted from the grant.

In the event a cost which is not clearly ineligible/eligible is to be proposed, kindly contact Xjenza Malta for a clarification. Any clarification is to be performed at least 2 working days prior to the to the submission deadline.

[bookmark: _Toc231452203]Audits 

Eligible Costs and procedures are to conform to the auditor’s checklist, which will be included in the grant agreement, and are subject to the final audit scrutiny. 


[bookmark: _Toc231452204]Funding Distribution between Partners 

In accordance with the objectives of this Programme, a project application should represent a good distribution of workload and financing between the different categories constituting the Consortium, and no single Partner should dominate the project. 

The portion of funding for any individual partner shall be a minimum of 20% of the total project grant.

0. [bookmark: _Toc149830516][bookmark: _Toc231452205]Collaborators
Should the applicant have any collaborators, these must be included in the application form. The expected contribution/s by the said collaborators should be stated and supported by a letter of intent. These collaborators may be foreign or local. They are not eligible to receive funding through this grant. 
[bookmark: _Hlk62740221]Should a letter of intent be absent for a specific collaborator, that collaborator will not be considered at evaluation stage. Moreover, the respective letter of intent should be composed within the last three months before the deadline of the application.
[bookmark: _Toc158296464][bookmark: _Toc231452206]Aid Intensity
[bookmark: _Hlk15638952]
Applicants under this option (option B) will be eligible for 100% of the eligible costs.


[bookmark: _Toc231452207]Double Funding
Funding under this Programme is made available on the basis that none of the project partners has benefited and will not benefit from any other grant or financial incentive of whatever nature, applied for and/or utilised for the same scope as that subject to the funding requested under this Programme. Provided that, in the case where the application covers work that is part of a larger project, the Beneficiary must submit a table as an appendix to the application form that shows a comprehensive list of the items of work and the source of funding for each item. 

By signing the Grant Agreement, the Beneficiary automatically accepts and authorises Xjenza Malta to exchange essential information related to the project with other funding agencies, both local and overseas, for any necessary checks. Any occurrence of double funding should be communicated in writing to the Unit Director prior to the signing of the Grant Agreement.  

[bookmark: _Toc306037988][bookmark: _Toc306786264][bookmark: _Toc306037992][bookmark: _Toc306786268][bookmark: _Toc306037996][bookmark: _Toc306786272][bookmark: _Toc306038000][bookmark: _Toc306786276][bookmark: _Toc424864068][bookmark: _Toc425162382]
[bookmark: _Toc462661750][bookmark: _Toc231452208]Evaluation 
Project applications will be evaluated through a three-step process. Primarily, projects will undergo an administrative compliance evaluation. At this stage, if any errors with the budget are noted, these will either be considered as a major deviation or a minor deviation (kindly refer to Section 7.1 for further guidance).

[bookmark: _Hlk191020861]If successful, projects will be forwarded to three external evaluators for External Evaluation, and subsequently for a Due Diligence assessment. 

Only projects which reach the minimum threshold will be considered for award.  

The highest-ranked proposal from each Area will be awarded. The objective is to have one project awarded per Area.  If a category receives no eligible applications, its budget may be reallocated.
Subject to the availability of funds, the remaining projects will form a ranking list irrespective of the Priority Area and the Managing Authority will award according to this list until the funds are consumed. 

The Managing Authority may undertake a Due Diligence exercise through its contractors for the purpose of administrative compliance. Further assurances and documentation, such as bank guarantees, may be required at the discretion of the Managing Authority. If the Due Diligence assessment indicates a high exposure risk to the Managing Authority, the application will be rejected, or further assurances may be requested from the applicant to keep the application under consideration.

Changes to the submitted proposal are not allowed prior to the Grant Agreement, unless requested and/or approved by the Managing Authority.

0. [bookmark: _Toc231452209] Evaluation Criteria

Failure to achieve a minimum of 65% pass or failure to reach the subsection thresholds during the External Evaluation will fail the project application. For a project to be successful, it must pass through all three steps.

External Evaluators will be evaluating project applications for the following criteria: 

Excellence (25%): Threshold 15%

Kindly refer to Section 4.1 of the application form 

Impact (40%): Threshold 25%

Kindly refer to Section 4.2 of the application form 

Implementation (35%): Threshold 25%

a) [bookmark: _Hlk217642609]Are the participants of the consortium complementary to each other and do they have suitable operational capacity? Does the consortium possess, or intend to recruit/subcontract, the necessary skills to execute on the tasks proposed in the application?  Are the necessary personal skills included in the Curriculum Vitae’s? In cases where certain skills are not currently present, is there a clear desire to recruit this expertise?  Have the other relevant resources, such as facilities, equipment, networks, been identified and accounted for in the planning of the proposal? Are the resources not currently present accounted and planned for in the proposal? 

b) Are the proposed deliverables coherent with the proposed Work Packages and are they specific and focused sufficiently to deliver the technical excellence within this project’s implementation? Is the work plan distributed fairly based on the competencies of each partner? 

c) Have potential risks been factored into the work packages of the proposal? Are the mitigation strategies appropriate for the risks identified and capable of minimising hinderances to the project? Are the timelines realistic and well balanced considering the risks and delays typical in a R&I project? Is the work plan organized in a manner whereby delays in a work package will have minimal effect on the rest of the proposal? 

d) Are the proposed budgets coherent with the project ambitions and technology development, such that funds are planned to be used effectively and appropriately? In relation to the resources already available to the partner, will the items requested complete all resources necessary for the project to be completed

e) To what extent does the consortium demonstrate a clear understanding of the objectives, intervention logic, and implementation modalities of Horizon Europe Missions?  How convincingly does the consortium articulate a credible pathway from preparatory activities to submission of a Mission-oriented project proposal?  Does the consortium demonstrate strategic alignment with one or more Horizon Europe Mission work programmes and expected outcomes?




Other considerations:

If two or more projects obtain the same mark following evaluation, then Xjenza Malta shall give priority to that project which provides the best consideration to 

· Submit project proposal/s under Calls from Horizon Europe, Work Programme (2026 – 2027), EU Missions;

· The availability of other sources of co-financing.  Such sources are to be listed in Section 4.3.5 of the application form;

· Letters of intent for collaborators


[bookmark: _Toc306038002][bookmark: _Toc306786278][bookmark: _Toc306038004][bookmark: _Toc306786280][bookmark: _Toc306038005][bookmark: _Toc306786281][bookmark: _Toc306038006][bookmark: _Toc306786282][bookmark: _Toc306038007][bookmark: _Toc306786283][bookmark: _Toc306038008][bookmark: _Toc306786284][bookmark: _Toc306038012][bookmark: _Toc306786288][bookmark: _Toc306038013][bookmark: _Toc306786289][bookmark: _Toc306038014][bookmark: _Toc306786290][bookmark: _Toc424864076][bookmark: _Toc425162390][bookmark: _Toc462661751][bookmark: _Toc231452210]Post Selection Process 
0. [bookmark: _Toc424864077][bookmark: _Toc425162391][bookmark: _Toc462661752][bookmark: _Toc231452211]The Grant Agreement 
[bookmark: _Hlk191021051][bookmark: _Hlk192758067]Following the successful evaluation of the application, the consortium will be invited to sign a Grant Agreement establishing the terms and conditions governing the financing of the project. The Grant Agreement will include the original project proposal as an annex. The consortium will be expected to execute the project in line with the original proposal. The Project Application, including, but not limited to, milestones, compliance and reporting obligations, and any IP agreement as well as any relevant legal agreements, shall constitute an integral part of the Grant Agreement as will the rules for participation. 

[bookmark: _Hlk191021061]Hard copies of the Grant Agreement must be signed by all the consortium partners within 15 days from the date of receipt by the first Partner. The Project Contact Point should ensure that all members of the Consortium are available to provide their signature during this 15-day timeframe.

Where a legal representative is not available, a proxy should sign. Failure to endorse the Grant Agreement within the stipulated timeframe may result in a withdrawal of the offer for funding.

[bookmark: _Hlk152079497]Together with the signed copies of the Grant Agreement, the Principal Investigator must provide an abstract of the project. This may be used, in-part or in-whole, by Xjenza Malta to publicise or externalise the award of funds. No proprietary intellectual property should be included in this draft.
[bookmark: _Toc306953309][bookmark: _Toc424864078][bookmark: _Toc425162392][bookmark: _Toc462661753][bookmark: _Toc231452212]Start Date and End Date
The project will start on 1st January 2027.   

To be eligible for funding, all expenses must be incurred between the Start Date and the End Date of the Project.  This includes and is not limited to any publication costs. 

Between the Agreement Date and the Start Date, the Beneficiary should ensure that all activities required for a smooth project start are completed. These may include but not limited to:

· obtaining quotations for procurement purposes
· issuing a human-resources call
· opening a bank account for the depositing of the first tranche


[bookmark: _Toc424864080][bookmark: _Toc425162394][bookmark: _Toc462661755][bookmark: _Toc231452213]Funding, Management and Progress Monitoring
0. [bookmark: _Ref307990627][bookmark: _Toc424864081][bookmark: _Toc425162395][bookmark: _Toc462661756][bookmark: _Toc231452214]  Allocation and Disbursement of Funding
[bookmark: _Toc158296473][bookmark: _Toc158296474][bookmark: _Toc158296475][bookmark: _Toc158296476][bookmark: _Toc158296477][bookmark: _Toc158296478][bookmark: _Toc158296479][bookmark: _Toc158296480][bookmark: _Toc158296481][bookmark: _Toc158296482][bookmark: _Toc158296483][bookmark: _Toc120010643][bookmark: _Toc120010644][bookmark: _Hlk119069880][bookmark: _Hlk152079540][bookmark: _Toc462661758]For the purposes of funding and reporting, a project submission shall be considered to be over a 24-month period. A project will be divided into funding tranches: one will be provided at the beginning of the project, one half-way through and the retention tranche at the end. 

Total financial contribution over the lifetime of the project shall not exceed the funding limit as established in the Grant Agreement, irrespective of actual expenditure. 
The funding will be allocated as below: 
· At the beginning of the project, the Managing Agency will provide the 50% prefinancing to the consortium. This will include both direct and indirect costs. 
· At the end of the first half of the project, each of the Consortium Partners is required to present an Interim Financial Report. The Managing Agency must approve the reports before proceeding with any disbursements. Once found satisfactory, the Managing Agency will provide the 30% interim financing to the consortium, provided a substantial amount (specifically subject to the discretion of the Managing Agency) of the pre-financing tranche has been used. 
· The remaining 20% of the grant value will make up the totality of the retention, which will be given after successful completion of the project and once all deliverables are declared successful, complete and satisfactory. 
The Managing Agency will disburse funds to the Lead Beneficiary, and it is the responsibility of the Lead Beneficiary to forward funds allocated to other members of the Consortium. The Managing Agency reserves the right to alter the retention percentage in order to limit exposed risk, following a due diligence evaluation. 
Underspends are retrieved by the Managing Agency following the final financial audited report. Typically, these are reduced from the retention amount, though the Managing Agency reserves the right to request the return of additional funding that goes unspent. In the case of overpayment, the Consortium will be required to refund the under-spent amount to the Managing Agency within a specific timeframe, or as agreed to with the Managing Agency. 

[bookmark: _Toc231452215]Reporting and Audit
The Principal Investigator shall set a schedule for periodic progress meetings with the Managing Authority. During such meetings, the beneficiary should verbally update Xjenza Malta on progress via presentation, as indicated in Section 9.3.1. 

As indicated in Section 9, the Principal Investigator will be required to submit an Interim Technical Report and a Final Technical Report. An Interim Financial Report and an Audited Final Financial report need to be submitted by every member of the Consortium. Both Technical and Financial Reports should follow the template provided by the Managing Agency in the Grant Agreement.

The Managing Agency must approve all reports before proceeding with the issuing of the retention tranche. 

The Interim Technical Report and the Interim Financial Reports should be submitted at the end of the first half of the project. The Final Technical Report and the Audited Final Financial Reports should be submitted at the end of the Project. 

The Interim Financial Reports submitted should contain details of actual expenditure over the first half of the project compared with the originally submitted budgeted expenditure as well as an updated forecast of projected expenditure for the remaining half of the project. 

The Audited Final Financial Reports should include details of actual expenditure over the whole reporting period. All Audited Final Financial Reports are to be conducted by an appointed certified auditor, who is responsible for the financial audit and is approved by the Managing Agency once submitted. 

All financial reports must be signed by the person responsible for financial management and assembled in accordance with the instructions in the Grant Agreement. 

The Managing Agency reserves the right to appoint an auditor to audit the Project Financial Audit as submitted. This audit should determine the total eligible costs and be conducted in accordance with the Audit Checklist provided by the Managing Agency. 

The End of Project Audited Financial Reports must contain a detailed account of the actual expenditure disbursed for the entirety of the project, including: 

a) Accounts 
b) Physical Inventory (Provided using the Inventory Checklist template) 
c) Timesheets and Payslips/employee contracts 
d) Receipts for all equipment and consumables 
e) Bank statements for the Project Account 

The End of Project Audited Financial Reports shall be submitted up to eight (8) weeks from the stipulated end of the project date. 

The Interim Technical Report should detail the activities and achievements completed during the reporting period, measured against the original application and any annexes in the Grant Agreement defining the beneficiary’s tasks and deliverables as well as an updated forecast of project activity and projected achievements for the remaining half of the project. 

The Final Technical Report should provide the same comparison for the entire project period. 

The Managing Agency may at any time request supplementary information and documentation on the projects and may request additional progress meetings. The Managing Agency may make such additional enquiries into a project as deemed necessary. Any required documentation not submitted within Reports, or documentation not submitted within the specified timeframes, may render the whole project ineligible, and may result in the Managing Agency recovering all funds disbursed across the project. If the project is found to be in breach of the Grant Agreement or to materially depart from the submitted application, the Managing Agency reserves the right to discontinue the award, and the beneficiary may be required to refund the Grant in part or in full. In any such event, the Managing Agency may also exclude a beneficiary from participating in future calls. 

The Project Consortium must comply with the mandatory reporting requirements and activities as outlined in the Call text.

[bookmark: _Toc192158151][bookmark: _Toc231452216][bookmark: _Toc424864082][bookmark: _Toc425162396][bookmark: _Toc462661760]Transfer of Funds
Applicants should note that:
1. Transfers of project funds between line items over the duration of the project that are less than 20% of the grant value per partner are automatically eligible provided that:
0. expenses are exclusively used throughout the project lifetime to the sole benefit of the project
0. requested costs should be eligible as per Rules of Participation
1. Should transfers of project funds between line items be cumulatively greater than 20% of the grant value per partner, these will be considered as significant alterations to the proposal and will not be eligible.

Kindly note that with respect to transfer of project funds, these should be reflected in the project progress meetings and in the Project Audited Financial Report. 

The 20% transfer limit is set for the grant value of the respective partner.

The structure of the line items will be as follows.  These parameters are to be applied per Partner.  

· Transfers between different budget categories will always contribute to the 20% limit. 
· Each manager will be considered as its own line item (transfers between managers will contribute to the 20% limit)
· Research personnel will be considered a single line item (transfers between research personnel will not contribute to the 20% limit)
· Equipment under €5,000 will be considered a single line item (transfers between equipment (under €5,000) will not contribute to the 20% limit). However, each piece of equipment over €5,000 will be considered their own line items (transfers between equipment (over €5,000) will contribute to the 20% limit).
· Subcontracted activities of under €5,000 will be considered a single line item (transfers between subcontracting (under €5,000) will not contribute to the 20% limit). However, subcontracting over €5,000 will be considered their own line items (transfers between subcontracting (over €5,000) will contribute to the 20% limit).
· Consumables of under €5,000 will be considered a single line item (transfers between consumables (under €5,000) will not contribute to the 20% limit). However, consumables over €5,000 will be considered their own line items (transfers between consumables (over €5,000) will contribute to the 20% limit).
· Travel will be considered a single line item (transfers between travel will not contribute to the 20% limit).

The term ‘own line item’ refers to a whole budget category whereas ‘single line item’ refers to one individual line item within a budget category.

Should any equipment or subcontracting originally proposed to be over €5,000, but get reduced to less than €5,000 over the course of the project, this will still be considered as an individual line item. Should an item of equipment/subcontracting originally proposed to be less than €5,000, be increased to over €5,000 over the course of the project, this will alter to an individual line item.

For reference purposes, please find attached the above transfers in a tabular format:

	Will contribute to the 20% limit
	Will not contribute to the 20% limit

	Transfers between different budget categories
	

	Transfers between managers
	Transfers between research personnel

	Transfers between items of equipment (over €5,000)
	Transfers between items of equipment (under €5,000)

	Transfers between subcontracted activities (over €5,000)
	Transfers between subcontracted activities (under €5,000)

	Transfers between consumables (over €5,000)
	Transfers between consumables (under €5,000)

	
	Transfers between travel activities 


Table 2: Transfer of Funds 
[bookmark: _Toc231452217]Accountability
As a condition, the Beneficiary shall open a dedicated project bank account with a banking institution of repute, in the name of the Beneficiary, designated by the Project Grant Agreement Number, denominated in Euro. Grant payments by the Managing Authority, as well as any co-financing from Beneficiaries, shall be deposited into the Project Account. The Beneficiary shall only use this account for the payment of expenses incurred in connection with the Project, provided such expenses are authorised and allowed in terms of these Rules and the Grant Agreement. The Beneficiary shall not encumber the Project Account in any way whatsoever, and without limitation to the generality of the foregoing, the Grant shall not be made subject to any hypothec, pledge or any other form of security guarantee. Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provision, the following shall apply:

“The Managing Authority reserves the right to grant permission, in writing, to one or more Beneficiaries, to waive the obligations of said Beneficiary/s mentioned in Section 15.4. Provided that where the Managing Authority provides its written permission to one or more of the Beneficiaries to proceed without the opening of a Project Account, the Beneficiary/ies are to ensure that all Project transactions bear appropriate analysis codes to enable the clear distinction between Project transactions and other operational transactions. The Managing Authority reserves the right to order the refunding of any disbursed funds that have not been accounted for in this manner.”

The Managing Authority reserves the right to order the refunding of any disbursed funds that have not been accounted for in the above manner. 

The Lead Beneficiary’s Project Account, or bank account, is to be used in accordance with this Article’s provisions, as stated in the Grant Agreement.

Eligible expenses must have been determined in accordance with the usual accounting and management principles and practices of the Applicant. Direct eligible costs must be backed up with the relevant documentation.


[bookmark: _Toc462661761][bookmark: _Toc231452218][bookmark: _Ref308614106]Dissemination and Externalisation
All dissemination and publication of information in relation to the proposal selected for award is to commence following the signing of the Grant Agreement

Any literature, articles and text material published in relation to the completion of tasks proposed in the project should include the words: 

‘Project <Project Name> financed by Xjenza Malta, through the ‘Transdisciplinary Research Programme’.

This acknowledgement will need to be included on any dissemination material submitted to Xjenza Malta to be considered as fulfilling the obligations of the grant agreement. Dissemination-related deliverables which do not have this acknowledgement will not be accepted.

Any websites or printed material related to the project should also include the Xjenza Malta logo or any other logo related to this Programme, and as provided by the Managing Authority, where possible.

If any printed material is published without a mention of the Transdisciplinary Research Programme, Xjenza Malta, the Beneficiary shall be obliged to publish a correction at its own expense in the subsequent issue of the publication or for it to be edited accordingly in the cases of online publications. 

This is also applicable for published material produced by persons who are not the beneficiary. In the case where such publicity does not mention the Transdisciplinary Research Programme and  Xjenza Malta, associated costs will be considered ineligible and will not be considered to fulfil any deliverables proposed in the application form.

[bookmark: _Hlk191021529]The Managing Authority reserves the right to request that the beneficiary participate in any Research Conferences or Events to disseminate the project results and the experience in obtaining funding from the Managing Authority.

The Beneficiaries shall always cooperate with the Agency in promoting the Programme by presenting the Awarded Project or through other reasonable means, as requested by the Managing Authority.


[bookmark: _Toc306953319][bookmark: _Toc306038036][bookmark: _Toc306786314][bookmark: _Toc306038040][bookmark: _Toc306786318][bookmark: _Toc306038041][bookmark: _Toc306786319][bookmark: _Toc309039207][bookmark: _Toc424864086][bookmark: _Toc425162401][bookmark: _Toc462661762][bookmark: _Toc231452219]Supervening Circumstances
The Project Coordinator is obliged to immediately advise the Unit Director, of any internal or external significant event which might either affect the validity or the implementation of the project. This obligation applies to the entire period between the submission of the preliminary project application and the completion of the project.

Xjenza Malta shall acknowledge receipt within five (5) working days. The reply will either give such directives as it deems necessary for the furtherance on the project or re-assess the project in its entirety accordingly.

Failure on the part of the Principal Investigator to comply with this obligation may be deemed by Xjenza Malta to constitute material non-compliance on the part of the Beneficiary and Xjenza Malta may, thereafter, take such action as is necessary in terms of the Grant Agreement, and in consequence of such non-compliance.
0. [bookmark: _Toc158296493][bookmark: _Toc158296494][bookmark: _Toc158296495][bookmark: _Toc158296496][bookmark: _Toc231452220]       Default
[bookmark: _Toc309039209][bookmark: _Toc424864088][bookmark: _Toc425162403]If the implementation of a project becomes impossible or implementation is not completed, the Managing Authority shall be entitled to take any action it deems necessary, including, but not limited to, the withdrawal of funding for the project and the collection of refunds of money already paid out. A similar course of action may be followed if a project is in default as a result of not meeting one or more of its obligations in terms of the Grant Agreement.

In the event of default on the part of the Beneficiary the Managing Authority may issue a written notice to the Beneficiary outlining the default, the corrective action to be taken and granting a rectification period of one month. The Managing Authority may also issue a second written notice of default granting a rectification period in respect of the same default.

[bookmark: _Toc462661765][bookmark: _Toc231452221]Interpretation of Rules
[bookmark: _Hlk149659996]This document endeavours to establish comprehensive and clear rules governing participation in this initiative. However, should circumstances arise where the rules are inadequate, unclear, ambiguous, or conflicting, the Managing Authority shall exercise its discretion in the interpretation of the rules or will extrapolate the rules as necessary through the setting up of an ad hoc committee. 
These current Rules repeal any Rules previously issued and constitute exclusively the entire Rules issued by the Managing Authority.
In the event of a conflict between the Grant Agreement and these National Rules for Participation, the Grant Agreement shall take precedence. 

[bookmark: _Toc231452222]Annex I
[bookmark: _Toc231452223]Area (i): Adaptation to Climate Change 
The EU Mission on “Adaptation to Climate Change”, launched in 2021, accelerates the deployment of solutions to enhance climate resilience. 
It supports regions, cities, and local authorities in preparing for risks like heatwaves, floods, and droughts. The Mission aims to help at least 150 regions and communities towards climate resilience by 2030 through innovation, knowledge sharing, and pilot research projects. It fosters collaboration among local governments, researchers, businesses, and citizens to implement adaptation measures, including nature-based solutions and early warning systems.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  European Commission: Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, EU mission, adaptation to climate change, Publications Office of the European Union, 2025, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/5725296] 

Actions may address key climate risks and adaptation domains relevant to Malta, such as:
· coastal erosion, sea-level rise, and storm surges
· water scarcity and drought
· extreme heat and urban heat island effects
· intense rainfall and flash flooding
· risks to critical infrastructure, health systems, agriculture, and tourism
· biodiversity loss and land degradation
Proposals can include preparatory activities that enable regions and their local ecosystems to design, coordinate, and deploy integrated climate adaptation pathways. Activities may consist of high-resolution climate risk assessments, socio-economic vulnerability mapping, the development or refinement of regional adaptation strategies, governance models, investment roadmaps, nature-based solutions plans, and monitoring and evaluation systems.
[bookmark: _Toc231452224]Area (ii): Cancer
The EU Mission on Cancer under Horizon Europe, aims to improve the lives of more than 3 million people by 2030 through prevention, early detection, diagnosis, treatment, and quality of life for cancer patients and survivors.

The Mission supports Member States, regions, healthcare systems, researchers, and civil society in addressing cancer comprehensively across the entire disease continuum. It promotes innovation, data sharing, and coordinated action to reduce cancer incidence and mortality, while tackling inequalities in access to care across Europe.
The Mission fosters collaboration among health authorities, clinicians, researchers, industry, patient organisations, and citizens to accelerate the uptake of evidence-based solutions. Actions focus on strengthening health systems, improving screening and diagnostics, advancing personalised medicine, and supporting survivors, including through digital tools, real-world data, and mission-oriented research and innovation.
Actions may address key cancer challenges and domains relevant to Malta and other EU regions, such as:
· cancer prevention and risk reduction, including lifestyle and environmental factors
· early detection and screening programmes
· timely, equitable access to diagnosis and innovative treatments
· quality of life, survivorship, and long-term follow-up care
· paediatric and rare cancers
· reducing health inequalities and disparities in cancer outcomes
· integration of cancer care within health and social systems
Proposals should develop and implement preparatory and implementation activities that enable health systems and EU ecosystems to design, coordinate, and deploy holistic cancer control frameworks. Activities may include population-based cancer needs assessments, screening and care pathway optimisation, the development or refinement of national or regional cancer plans, governance and coordination models, capacity-building and workforce development, data infrastructure and interoperability solutions, patient engagement frameworks, and monitoring and evaluation systems.

[bookmark: _Toc231452225]Area (iii):	Climate-neutral and Smart Cities 
The EU Mission “Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities” aims to support 100 European cities in becoming climate-neutral by 2030, and to ensure that these cities act as innovation hubs for all cities to follow by 2050.
The Mission supports cities and local authorities in accelerating the transition to climate neutrality through integrated approaches that combine energy, mobility, buildings, digitalisation, and governance. It promotes experimentation, innovation, and systemic transformation at the city level.
The Mission fosters collaboration among municipal authorities, researchers, businesses, investors, and citizens to co-create and implement solutions for climate-neutral urban development. Actions emphasise cross-sectoral integration, citizen engagement, and the deployment of innovative and digital solutions, including data-driven planning, urban living labs, and innovative financing models.
· actions may address key urban transition challenges and domains relevant to Malta and other European cities, such as:
· decarbonisation of energy systems and buildings
· sustainable and zero-emission urban mobility
· energy efficiency and renovation of the built environment
· smart and integrated urban infrastructure and services
· urban climate adaptation and resilience co-benefits
· inclusive governance, citizen participation, and behavioural change
· innovative financing and investment models for climate neutrality
Proposals should develop and implement preparatory and implementation activities that enable cities and their local ecosystems to design, coordinate, and deploy integrated climate-neutrality pathways. Activities may include baseline emissions and energy assessments, the development or refinement of Climate City Contracts, governance and stakeholder coordination models, urban transition roadmaps, regulatory and financing frameworks, pilot and demonstration projects, digital monitoring platforms, and monitoring and evaluation systems.

[bookmark: _Toc231452226]Area (iv): A Soil Deal for Europe 

Healthy soils are essential for life on Earth. They underpin our food systems, filter water, host biodiversity, and strengthen climate resilience. Soils also support cultural heritage, shape landscapes, and underpin our economy and prosperity.  Yet more than 60% of soils in the EU are considered unhealthy. Soil is a fragile, non-renewable resource: while it can take centuries for just one centimetre of soil to form, it can be lost in a single heavy rainfall event or industrial accident.

The EU Soil Mission is driving the shift toward healthy soils by supporting an ambitious research and innovation agenda. It combines scientific and social science approaches, establishes a network of 100 living labs and lighthouses to co-create knowledge and test solutions in real-life settings, develops a harmonised soil monitoring framework for Europe, and raises public awareness of the crucial role soils play in our lives. 

Living labs[footnoteRef:13] are collaborative initiatives to co-create knowledge and innovations, while lighthouses are places for demonstration of solutions and exemplary achievements[footnoteRef:14]. [13:  (The set of criteria developed for LLs has been published in the Mission Soil Implementation Plan | Mission Soil Platform)]  [14: the mission ‘a soil deal for europe-KI0124071ENN.pdf
] 

The Mission ‘Soil Deal for Europe’ champions the setting up of 100 LLs and several lighthouses.   Living Labs are user-centred, location-based and transdisciplinary R&I ecosystems.  They are collaborative efforts among multiple partners that operate on real-world sites, test, monitor, and evaluate solutions to a common problem.  A living lab comprises several sites, and the Mission targets all soil types and land users.  Stakeholders include farmers, land managers, scientists, food producers, businesses, consumer associations, local communities, civil society, NGOs, government representatives and citizens. 

Proposed actions funded under this Programme should address the ‘Soil Deal for Europe’ objectives namely:
· Reduce land degradation relating to desertification
· Conserve and increase soil organic carbon stocks
· No net soil sealing and increase the reuse of urban soils
· Reduce soil pollution and enhance restoration
· Prevent erosion
· Improve soil structure to enhance habitat quality for soil biota and crops 
· Reduce the EU global footprint on soils 
· Increase soil literacy in society across Member States 
Proposals should develop and implement actions that enable regions and their local ecosystems to coordinate efforts to improve soil health. These actions may cover soil health assessment and mapping, operational monitoring and data collection systems, regional soil and land-use strategy development, governance and stakeholder coordination mechanisms, capacity-building and advisory support, sustainable soil management and restoration measures, living labs and lighthouse demonstrations, and monitoring and evaluation systems.	

[bookmark: _Toc231452227]Area (v):	Restore our Ocean and Waters 

The EU Mission “Restore our Ocean and Waters”, launched under Horizon Europe, aims to protect and restore the health of Europe’s ocean, seas, and inland waters by 2030.

The Mission supports coastal regions, islands, river basins, ports, cities, and local authorities in addressing pressures on marine and freshwater ecosystems, including pollution, biodiversity loss, and climate impacts. It seeks to achieve systemic transformation through research and innovation, citizen engagement, and large-scale demonstration and pilot actions.

The Mission fosters collaboration among public entities, researchers, businesses, civil society, and citizens to deploy solutions that improve water quality, restore ecosystems, and enable sustainable blue economies. Actions promote integrated, basin-scale approaches, including nature-based solutions, pollution prevention and remediation, digital monitoring tools, and ecosystem-based management.

Activities may address key challenges and domains relevant to Malta and other EU coastal and island regions, such as:

· marine and coastal pollution, including plastics, nutrients, and chemical contaminants
· degradation of coastal and marine ecosystems and habitats
· loss of marine biodiversity and pressures on fisheries
· impacts of climate change on seas and coastal zones
· sustainable use of marine and freshwater resources
· interactions between ports, tourism, aquaculture, and marine environments

Proposals should develop and implement preparatory and implementation activities that enable regions and their local ecosystems to design, coordinate, and deploy integrated ocean and water restoration frameworks. Activities may include basin- or coastal-scale environmental assessments, ecosystem and pollution mapping, the development or refinement of regional or sea-basin restoration strategies, governance and stakeholder coordination models, investment and financing roadmaps, nature-based and technological solution plans, citizen engagement actions, and monitoring and evaluation systems.
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