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TRP - Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Can projects start after January 2027?

Projects can start between 1st January 2027 and 1st February 2027.

2. Does an IP agreement have to be signed by all project partners? 

Yes, an IP agreement must be signed by all consortium partners prior to the grant agreement.

3. How do we account for costs related to implementation?

These can be listed as subcontracting or consumables in accordance with the budget guidelines as stated in the Rules of Participation.

4. This entity has funding from another programme is this state aid also?

It would be best to check with the funding entity to clarify whether the aid provided counts as state aid.

5. Can more than 4 entities (1 of each type) join the consortium?

Yes, however every partner must receive at least 20% of the funding. This makes the maximum number of funded partners 5.

6. Could you please confirm whether the maximum allocation of EUR 5,000 for travel applies at the consortium level rather than per partner?

The €5000 for travel is at the consortium level.

7. Can registration fees for conferences be included under direct eligible costs? 

This may be considered eligible under the travel budget on a case-by-case basis, provided that attendance at the conference is directly linked to the project's activities, deliverables, and work packages. In such cases, the registration fee would be considered part of the overall travel allocation and would need to remain within the €5,000 consortium travel ceiling established in the TRP rules.





Where participation is not sufficiently justified as contributing to the project's implementation or objectives, the cost should instead be covered through the beneficiary's overheads/indirect costs.
It is also important to keep in mind that this is a local project, so proportionality and relevance to national implementation must be fully justified and should be taken into account when assessing eligibility.

8. Could you please confirm whether aid intensity is covered at 100%, regardless of the partner involved?

Aid intensity is 100% of eligible costs for the entities eligible as per both set of rules for the TRP.

9. Could you please provide the detailed budget constraints for this funding scheme? Specifically, we would like to know if there are any percentage limits or caps on personnel costs, both for senior/managerial roles and researcher-level positions.

The details regarding personnel and other costs are as per section 10 (Eligible costs) in both versions of the Rules.  There are no percentage limits on personnel other than those referred to in S. 10. There is a limit of 2 personnel for project management, and for each student engaged with the project, 1 FTE researcher must be employed by the beneficiary.

10. Regarding the Quadruple Helix requirement (RKDO, Private-for-Profit Entity, Public Entity and Societal Organisation), do all four mandatory entities need to be Malta-based organisations, or can one or more of these categories be fulfilled by an international partner?

All 4 mandatory entities need to be legal entities registered in Malta.

11. We are considering the involvement of an Italian university.  Would such a foreign institution be eligible to participate in the consortium, and if so, could it be included as a funded partner or only as an unfunded collaborator?

An Italian university hospital can participate as an unfunded collaborator.







12. An organisation in the proposed TRP consortium is currently benefiting from funding from the government that supports its day-to-day running. Is this related to the de minimis rule? 

Please check with the organisation administering the funding scheme. They should be able to clarify whether participation in the project and the receipt of project funding would have any implications on state aid/ de minimis.

13. Is it just the legal signatory and the Principal Investigator that need to sign the application?

The legal representative of the organisation must sign the application form and all relevant declarations. While the Principal Investigator (PI) has overall responsibility for coordinating the project development and execution, the official "sign-off" required by Xjenza Malta for the submission must come from the authorised legal representative of each participating organisation.


14. In the case of organisations applying under Rules Option B (Non-State Aid), what other documents need to be submitted besides the application, Annex V, and CVs (as partner)?

In addition to the application form and CVs, the following documents must be submitted as part of the application package:
· Detailed Budget Breakdown Form: This must be submitted in both Excel (.xlsx) and PDF (.pdf) formats for each partner.
· Non-State Aid Declaration (Option B)
· Signed Additional Declarations: Each partner must sign these declarations covering personal data, double funding, and other obligations.
· Dissemination and Externalisation Plan: This should be included as a separate annex to the application form.











15. The proposal with XX as partner needs to be submitted to XM independently of the lead partner, who is also a local entity. Is this correct?

The entire project proposal must be submitted collectively by the Lead Partner. The Lead Partner is the primary organisation tasked with overseeing and coordinating the application process and is responsible for submitting the finalised, signed application on behalf of the entire consortium.


16. The programme is looking after real life implementation of solutions. Such interventions may involve costs that are not equipment-related, for example, the installation of greenery or waterproofing strategies to address flooding problems. How should we account for these in the budget? Should these be subcontracted?
Regarding the budget, costs related to the real-life implementation of solutions (such as the installation of greenery, waterproofing measures, or similar interventions) may be budgeted either as subcontracting or consumables, depending on the nature of the expenditure.
· Subcontracting would be appropriate where the implementation works or services are carried out by an external contractor or service provider.
· Consumables may be used for materials or items that are purchased directly by the beneficiary and consumed during the implementation of the intervention.
The most appropriate budget category will therefore depend on how the intervention is procured and implemented.
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